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MIKE  MAGUSIAK  S  PLANS  ARE 
WORKING  WELL  FOR  CHUCK  E.  CHEESES 
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Colorful  &  fun 

springtime  getaways 
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Storybook  Look 

Illustrations  by  Southern  Artists 

MAY  1-30  •  HISTORIC  SAENGER  THEATRE 


6th  Annual  May  Fest 

Carnival  midway,  concerts  &  more 

MAY  1-3  •  FORREST  COUNTY  MULTI  PURPOSE  CENTER 


The  Buddy  Holly  Story 

Hattiesburg  Civic  Light  Opera 

MAY  7-10  •  HISTORIC  SAENGER  THEATRE 

Daylily  Garden  Tours 

Open  House  of  accredited  daylily  gardens 

MAY  25  •  HATTIESBURG  AREA 
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William  Carey's  Dinner  Theatre 

Historic  34th  Season 

JUNE  •  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 
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866.4HATTIE  •  Tisithattie.com 


o/czy  wi in  friends 
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14th  Annual  Daylily  Show 

America's  Largest  daylily  display! 

MAY  30 -•  LAKE  TERRACE  CONVENTION  CENTER 


Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 
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...the  blank  canvas  is  afraid 
of  the  really  passionate  painter... 

o  has  once  and  for  all  broken 
that  spell  of  'you  cannot.9 

—  Vincent  van  Gogh 


Because  you  can  and  because  you  do,  Hancock  Bank 
salutes  you,  the  students  of  the  USM  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters.  Thank  you  for  daring  to  do  what  you 
alone  can  do.  Your  persistence  and  passion  to  create 
your  own  language  yields  the  expression,  the  art,  that 
ultimately  speaks  to  us  all,  enriching  our  lives. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 


Hattiesburg  branches:  6052  Hwy.  98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd.  •  3301  Hardy  St.  •  USM  Student  Union  (ATM) 
Plus  more  than  100  convenient  branches  across  the  Gulf  South. 


Did  you  know  that  Southern  Miss  alumni 
could  save  up  to  $327.96  or  more  a  year  on 
auto  insurance? 


Responsibility.  What's  your  policy1! 


Liberty 
MutuaL 


AUTO 


HOME 


You  may  already  know  that  alumni  like  you  can 
get  a  special  group  discount  on  auto  insurance 
through  Liberty  Mutual's  Group  Savings  Plus® 
program.*  But  did  you  know  that  Liberty  Mutual 
offers  many  other  discounts  on  both  auto  and 
home  insurance?*  In  fact,  you  could  save  up  to 
$327.96  or  more  a  year  on  auto  insurance 
alone.**  And  you  could  save  even  more  by 
insuring  your  home,  as  well. 

To  learn  more  about  all  the  valuable  savings 
and  benefits  available  from  a  Liberty  Mutual 
auto  or  home  policy,  contact  us  today. 


Get  more.  Save  more. 

Find  out  just  how  much  more  today. 

•  Call  1-888-751-5644  and  mention  client  #  113257 

Mon-Fri,  7  a.m.  to  midnight;  Sat,  7  a.m.  to  9:30  p.m.;  Sun,  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  (ET) 

•  Go  to  wwwJibertymutual.com/lm/southernmissalumni 

•  Or  visit  a  Liberty  Mutual  office  near  you. 
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This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

'Discounts  and  credits  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants  may 

qualify.  "Figure  based  on  a  February  2008  sample  of  auto  policyholder  savings  when  comparing  their  former  premium  with  those  of  Liberty  Mutual's  group  auto  and  home  program.  Individual 

premiums  and  savings  will  vary.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer 

reporting  agency  and/or  a  motor  vehicle  report,  on  all  drivers  listed  on  your  policy,  may  be  obtained  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow. 

©2008  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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2009  EAGLES  READY  TO  MAKE  THEIR  MARK 

The  Southern  Miss  baseball  program  has  been  one  of  the  nation's  most  consistent 
over  the  past  hall-dozen  years.  Under  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer,  the  Golden 
Eagles'  active  streak  of  six  consecutive  NCAA  Regional  appearances  is  currently 
the  12th  longest  m  the  nation. 

OF  MOUSE  AND  MAN:  MIKE  MAGUSIAK'S 

PLANS  FOR  CHUCK  E.  CHEESE'S  WORKING  WELL 

Do  the  best-laid  plans  of  mice  and  men  always  go  awry?  Certainly  not — just 
ask  CEC  Entertainment,  Inc.,  President  and  CEO  Mike  Magusiak.  Today,  with 
the  help  of  a  mouse  named  Chuck,  Magusiak  is  writing  his  own  story,  and  the 
Southern  Miss  alumnus'  plans  for  Chuck  E.  Cheese's  restaurants  across  the 
country  are  turning  out  to  be  a  success. 


JUDGES'  BLACK  (AND  GOLD) 

In  2009,  the  big  gold  is  continuing  its  tradition  in  judges'  black  at  the  Carroll 
G.  Gartin  Justice  Building  in  Jackson.  On  Jan.  5.  Southern  Miss  alumni  Jim 
Kitchens  '64  and  Randy  "Bubba"  Pierce  '87,  '92  were  sworn  in  as  two  ol 
Mississippi's  newest  Supreme  Court  justices. 


AT  THE  TOP:  ALUMNI  LEADING  GREEK  ORGANIZATIONS 

Southern  Miss  alumni  arc  familiar  laces  at  the  top  ol  organizational  charts 
across  the  country.  But  there  is  another  location  where  the  black  and  gold  are 
not  so  quietly  helping  to  lead  the  way — as  leaders  of  national  fraternities  and 
sororities.  Today,  three  Southern  Miss  alumni  are  leading  national  organizations, 
continuing  a  lone  tradition  of  Greek  alumni  leaders. 


FRONT  COVER:  ALUMNUS  MIKE  MAGUSIAK  IS  1HE  PRESIDENT  AND  CEO  Of  CEC  ENTERTAINMENT,  WHICH  OPERATES  NEARLY  500 
CHUCK  E.  CHEESE'S  ACROSS  THE  ( 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  JERRY  DEFATTA  '00 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS  BRETT  CASSELL  00,  04 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  FOR  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99,  '06 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

MANAGER  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS  RYAN  KELLY  05 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES  MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

DATA  ENTRY  SPECIALIST  JUDY  BARNES 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT  BYRON  SMITH 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS  AMY  MARTIN  '06  AND 
DIANE  DECESARE  ROSS  '87,  '97,  '00 

CONTRIBUTING  PHOTOGRAPHERS  JOE  BAILEY,  KELLY  DUNN,  KING 
PHOTOGRAPHY,  DANNY  RAWLS  '69,  '80  AND  STEVE  ROUSE  '82 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT  JIM  PAYNE 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  CURT  HEBERT 

VICE  PRESIDENT  IRA  MIDDLEBERG 

PAST  PRESIDENT  LOU  ANN  POYNTER 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  RON  RUSSELL 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

CHERYL  CRANFORD,  JASON  DEAN, 

GEE  OGLETREE,  SEAN  MCGEE,  MELISSA  MEDLEY, 

MARTHA  THORNTON,  ARNIE  WILLIAMS, 

REED  ALLISON,  JOHNNY  ATHERTON, 

MIKE  CHANCELLOR,  MAX  DRAUGHN, 

DAVE  ESTORGE,  CHE  HELFRICH,  ANDY  MERCIER, 

CORY  CURTIS,  BYRON  JORDAN,  MIKE  MCMULLAN, 

AARON  PUCKETT,  BRANDT  SCHMERSAHL, 

BILLY  STEWART,  DAVID  WILLIAMS 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  MARTHA  SAUNDERS, 

JAMES  H.C.  THOMAS,  WAYNE  ADKISON,  RICHARD  GIANNINI, 

DAVID  WOLF,  TIFFANY  SKRMETTI 


For  advertising  information,  contact  Jerry  DeFatta  by  phone  at 
601  -266.5674  or  e-mail  at  jerry.defatta@usm.edu. 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Haltiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

Active  membership  dues  of  $35  (single  membership}  or  $40  (couple) 

includes  subscription 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Department  of  Marketing 

and  Public  Relations,  Southern  Miss  Athletic  Media  Relations,  Angela 

Kilcrease,  Dick  Vogel,  Hederman  Brothers  Printing  in  Ridgeland,  Miss., 

and  the  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Periodical  postage  paid  at  Haltiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

and  at  additional  mailing  offices 

(Approved  January  20,  1955) 


Send  address  changes  to 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Haltiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 

601  266.5013  E-MAIL:  alumni@usm.edu 

WEB  SITE:  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


Proud  Member  of 


www.conferenceusa.com 

AA/E0E/ADAI 


Thank  You! 


Thank  you  to  the  more  than  950  alumni  and  rriends 

who  contributed  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  Your 

commitment  to  the  project  helped  the  Association  raise 

$3.27  million  to  completely  restore  and  greatly  expand 

this  campus  landmark.   That  total  represents  109 

percent  or  the  campaign's  $3  million  goal. 

We  invite  you  to  track  the  progress  or  construction 

at  SouthernMissAlumni.com  and  look  ror  ward  to 

welcoming  you  hack  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus  this 

rail  when  the  Association  starr  returns  to  the  home 

ror  alumni  at  Southern  Miss. 

T hanks  again,  and 
Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


The  Campaign  ror  the  Restoration  & 
Expansion  or  the  Ogletree  House 


(notes  from  home  frrrr) 


In  less  than  a  year,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  begin  celebrating  the  100th  an- 
niversary of  our  legislative  founding  as  Mississippi  Normal  College  on  March  30,  1910.  In  our  first 
century  we  have  grown  from  a  regional  teachers  college  to  a  premiere  research  institution  lor  the  Gulf 
South  and  are  continuing  to  grow  in  number  and  prestige. 

Beginning  in  January  2010  and  continuing  throughout  the  calendar  year,  the  Centennial 
Celebration  will  be  a  time  for  the  University  community  to  commemorate  our  treasured  past  while 
eagerly  anticipating  our  golden  Future. 

In  2007,  the  University  began  preparing  for  this  Southern  Miss  milestone  with  the  creation  of  my 
position  as  Centennial  Celebration  Coordinator.  The  last  18  months  have  presented  an  exciting  chal- 
lenge and  an  inspiring  opportunity.  I  am  honored  to  update  you  on  the  progress  we  have  made  and  to 
reveal  the  exciting  plans  in  store. 

The  first  step  in  preparing  for  a  celebration  of  such  importance  was  bringing  the  right  people  to 
the  table.  We  have  been  blessed  with  an  outstanding  Centennial  Steering  Committee  appointed  by 
President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders,  and  have  greatly  benefited  from  its  guidance  and  dedication  during 
the  last  year.  Under  the  leadership  ol  co-chairs  Rex  Kelly  and  Alvin  Williams,  as  well  as  honor- 
ary chair  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  the  committee  decided  thai  the  celebration  will  center  on  five  key  focus  areas: 
Academics,  Arts,  Athletics,  Founders'  Day  and  History  &  Traditions. 

Next,  we  enlisted  the  help  of  the  University  community  by  hosting  a  number  ol  open  Campus  Conclaves  dur- 
ing the  spring  of  2008.  These  campus  brainstorming  sessions,  held  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gull  Coast,  served 
as  a  venue  for  faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni  and  friends  to  share  their  thoughts  and  ideas.  The  result  of  those 
sessions  will  be  evident  in  2010  as  affinity  group  and  athletics  reunions,  noted  academic  lectures,  and  more  have 
been  selected  and  endorsed  by  the  Centennial  Steering  Committee. 

On  March  30,  2009,  we  announced  the  official  Centennial  Calendar  at  our  annual  Founders'  Day  festivities.  To 
ensure  that  our  alumni  and  friends  make  it  back  for  the  Centennial,  we  would  like  to  report  now  that  programming 
will  be  focused  on  three  cornerstone  events:  Founders'  Day  2010,  Spring  Commencement  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus 
and  Homecoming  2010.  Building  on  the  standing  reputation  of  these  three  Southern  Miss  traditions,  our  goal  is  to 
enhance  our  annual  events  by  offering  once-in-a-liletimc  programming  opportunities  to  our  Southern  Miss  family. 

In  addition  to  celebration  programming,  we  are  thrilled  to  share  that  the  production  of  our  Centennial  history 
book,  "Treasured  Past,  Golden  Future,"  is  well  under  way.  Throughout  the  planning  process,  Southern  Miss  alumnus 
Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan  has  been  actively  rewriting  and  updating  his  1987  text,  "Dearly  Bought,  Deeply  Treasured." 
Published  by  the  University  Press  of  Mississippi  and  scheduled  to  be  available  on  March  30,  2010,  this  project  will 
provide  a  comprehensive  look  at  the  last  100  years  and  the  ]ourney  of  our  institution  to  its  current  success. 

Communicating  with  all  University  constituents  and  publicizing  our  developing  celebration  plans  are  among 
our  top  priorities  leading  up  to  the  Centennial.  We  have  created  an  interactive  Web  site  to  help  you  brush  up  on 
your  Southern  Miss  knowledge,  share  your  stories  from  yesteryear  and  to  stay  abreast  of  the  latest  celebration 
news.  We  encourage  you  to  visit  www.usm.edu/centennial  and  to  make  plans  now  to  return  to  Southern  Miss  dur- 
ing 2010  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

As  the  Centennial  approaches,  there  clearly  has  never  been  a  better  time  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle.  We  thank  you 
for  your  ongoing  support  of  Southern  Miss  and  look  forward  to  sharing  our  developing  plans  with  you  throughout 
the  coming  year. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Jennifer  Duke  Payne 

Centennial  Celebration  Coordinator 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Antonio  Davis  of  Taylorsville,  left,  is  pictured  with  Washington  Redskins  quarterback  Jason  Campbell.  Davis 
spent  the  past  two  summers  as  an  intern  with  the  professional  football  team  and  plans  to  graduate  in  May. 

Alumnus  Assists  Student  with  NFL  Internship 

Antonio  Davis,  an  athletic  training  major  from  Taylorsville,  has  prepared  himself  to  make  a 
potential  employer's  first-team  roster  through  a  coveted  internship  in  the  nation's  capital. 

Davis  spent  the  last  two  summers  as  an  athletic  training  intern  with  the  National 
Football  League's  Washington  Redskins.  His  duties  included  helping  make  sure  Redskins 
players  were  properly  hydrated  during  practice;  tending  to  injuries;  and  helping  players 
get  back  on  the  field,  among  other  responsibilities. 

He  was  one  of  only  four  out  of  400  applicants  to  receive  the  all-expense-paid  intern- 
ship, which  also  allowed  him  to  network  with  athletic  trainers  from  other  NFL  teams  and 
stay  on  top  of  the  latest  trends  and  best  practices  in  the  profession. 

"I  got  a  chance  to  network  with  big-name  doctors  as  well  as  athletic  trainers,  and  they 
gave  me  pointers  about  how  I  should  go  about  establishing  my  career  as  both  an  athletic 
trainer  and  physical  therapist,"  he  said. 

He  connected  with  Southern  Miss  alumnus  and  Washington  Redskins  athletic  trainer 
John  Burrell  during  the  application  process,  who  was  impressed  with  Davis'  scholastic 
accomplishments  and  drive. 

"Antonio's  preparation  through  his  degree  program  is  a  great  stepping  stone  that  comple- 
ments his  strong  work  ethic,"  said  Burrell.  "He  is  ultimately  a  reflection  of  how  he's  trained  as 
an  undergraduate." 

Burrell  is  proud  to  help  a  Southern  Miss  student  get  the  experience  necessary  to  have 
an  edge  before  entering  the  job  market.  "1  got  my  start  because  a  Southern  Miss  graduate 
reached  back  and  helped  me  out,"  Burrell  said.  "Now  it  feels  really  good  to  do  that  same 
thing  by  helping  someone  from  the  same  school  and  same  major." 

Davis  has  made  the  most  of  the  opportunity.  Impressed  with  his  performance,  the 
Redskins  named  him  its  Intern  of  the  Year  in  2007  for  his  work  shadowing  Burrell  on 
his  daily  routines  learning  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  job.  And  while  Burrell  serves  as  Davis' 
mentor,  he  gives  his  young  protege  all  the  credit  for  his  accomplishments.  "I  don't  give 
handouts,"  Burrell  said.  "Antonio  has  earned  everything." 

An  excellent  student  with  a  3.5  grade  point  average,  Davis'  resume  includes  plenty  of 
experience  through  his  internship  as  well  as  involvement  in  campus  organizations,  includ- 
ing with  the  Southern  Miss  Student  Government  Association  and  Men  of  Excellence. 

Davis  plans  to  attend  University  of  St.  Augustine  for  Health  Sciences  to  train  further  in 
physical  therapy  after  he  graduates  from  Southern  Miss  in  May  2009. 


Renovation 
Plans  Begin  on 
Gulf  Park  Campus 

The  Mississippi  Board  of  Trustees  of 
State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  (IHL) 
has  approved  the  selection  of  the  architec- 
tural firms  that  will  renovate  Elizabeth  Hall 
and  Hardy  Hall  on  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in 
Long  Beach.  The  University  will  renovate 
the  buildings  with  help  from  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  (FEMA). 

Dale  and  Associates  Architects  of 
Jackson  will  spearhead  the  renovation 
design  for  Hardy  Hall,  and  the  Klee  Odom 
+  Klee  architecture  firm  of  Biloxi  will  over- 
see the  design  for  Elizabeth  Hall. 

Prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina,  Elizabeth 
Hall  housed  the  Southern  Regional 
Public  Safety  Institute.  After  renovations, 
Elizabeth  Hall  will  be  converted  from  a 
dormitory  to  offices  for  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters.  Hardy  Hall  will  be  restored  to 
its  original  condition  and  house  admin- 
istrative offices,  the  bookstore  and  the 
College  of  Education  and  Psychology. 

In  fall  2007,  the  University  reopened 
the  Advanced  Education  Center  at  the  Gulf 
Park  campus.  The  AEC  houses  20  regular 
classrooms,  four  computer  laboratories, 
two  interactive  video  network  rooms,  a 
conference  room  and  a  500-seat  audito- 
rium. The  Gulf  Coast  Library  reopened  to 
the  public  in  January  2008. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  on  August  19, 
2002,  Southern  Miss  became  the 
only  dual-campus  university  in  the 
state  of  Mississippi  when  the  Gulf 
Park  campus  admitted  its  first  class 
of  freshmen? 

In  addition  to  the  Gulf  Park 
campus,  the  University  brings 
higher  education  to  the  people 
of  south  Mississippi  through  five 
teaching  sites. 


YMM 
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Ellen  Ruffin,  right,  curator  for  the  de 
Grummond  Children's  Literature  Collection, 
speaks  to  students  from  Hattiesburg's 
Grace  Christian  Elementary  School  at 
the  University's  de  Grummond  Collection 
Exhibit  Room  in  Cook  Library.  Ruffin,  who 
last  year  was  selected  to  serve  on  the 
prestigious  John  Newbery  Committee, 
talks  to  the  students  about  books  written 
by  Newbery  Award-winning  authors 
that  they  have  been  reading  during  the 
school  year.  The  Newbery  Medal  was 
named  for  18th  century  British  bookseller 
John  Newbery,  and  is  awarded  annually 
by  the  Association  for  Library  Service 
to  Children,  a  division  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  to  the  author  of  the 
most  distinguished  contribution  to  American 
literature  for  children. 
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Researchers  Discover  Gene 

That  Plays  Role  in  Staph  Infections 


Microbiology  researchers  have  identi- 
fied a  gene  that  affects  the  formation  of 
biofUm,  the  protective  barrier  that  allows 
staph  bacteria  to  resist  antibiotic  treatment 

This  recent  finding,  published  in  the 
December  2008  issue  of  BMC  Microbiology, 
contributes  a  piece  to  the  complex 
puzzle  on  how  Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus  au- 
reus (MRSA)  bacteria 
thrives  and  becomes 
resistant  to  some  of 
the  medical  commu- 
nity's most  aggressive 
antibiotics. 

The  msa  gene 
plays  a  role  by 


encouraging  the 

growth  of  biofilm  to 

protect  the  staph  bacteria  from  antibiotics 

"We  found  that  by  completely  remov- 
ing the  msa  gene,  less  biofilm  forms,"  said 
microbiology  professor  Dr.  Mohamed 
Elasri,  who  discovered  and  tested  the  gene 
with  doctoral  student  Antony  Schwartz  of 
Madison;  and  Southern  Miss  alumni  Dr. 
Vijayaraj  Nagarajan  of  India,  researcher  for 
the  National  Institutes  of  Health,  and  Dr. 
Karthik  Sambanthamoorthy  of  India,  re- 
searcher for  the  Allegheny  Singer  Research 
Institute  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Microbiology  researchers  have  identified  the 
msa  gene  that  affects  the  formation  of  biofilm,  a 
protective  barrier  that  allows  staph  bacteria  to  resist 
antibiotic  treatment. 


"We  believe  the  msa  gene  controls 
SarA,  a  regulator  that  is  critical  to  the  dis- 
ease process  staph  infections,"  Elasri  said. 

Invasive  MRSA  infections  occur  in  ap- 
proximately 94,000  persons  each  year  and 
are  associated  with  approximately  19,000 
deaths,  according  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention.  Most  staph  infec- 
tions are  protected 
with  a  layer  of  biofilm, 
a  slimy  substance  of 
living  microorgan- 
isms that  are  also 
responsible  lor  plaque 
formation  on  teeth 
and  can  form  on  just 
about  any  surface 
from  contact  lenses  to 
swimming  pools. 
The  msa  gene  is  just  one  oi  many 
found  that  controls  biofilm  formation  in 
humans,  according  to  Elasri.  However,  its 
discovery  means  that  scientists  are  one 
step  closer  in  finding  effective  treatments 
against  staph  infections. 

"Currently,  it  is  very  difficult  for  antibi- 
otics to  get  through  biofilm  to  neat  staph," 
Schwartz  said.  "By  narrowing  it  down  to 
this  gene,  down  the  line,  medicines  can  be 
developed  to  block  its  formation  by  target- 
ing the  msa  protein  " 


Students  Win 
First  Place 
Research  Awards 

Three  student  researchers  from 
the  College  of  Science  and  Technology 
won  first  place  at  the  2009  Alliance 
for  Graduate  Education  in  Mississippi 
(AGEM)  Winter  Scholar  Symposium  Jan. 
22-24,  2009  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

Doctoral  students  Olivia  McNair  and 
Wilfredo  Matamoros,  along  with  under- 
graduate presenter  Rupesh  Patel  received 
first  place  in  their  respective  categories. 
Matamoros  and  Patel  both  competed  in 
the  biology  and  environmental  sciences 
category,  while  Matamoros  presented  in 
chemistry,  polymer  science  and  pharmacy. 

Around  400  participants  attended 
this  year's  symposium  titled.  "Cultivating 
Today's  Talent  for  Tomorrow's  Success.'' 
hosted  by  Jackson  State  University  and  the 
University  ol  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

Patel  won  for  his  research  on  the  local- 
ization oi  the  Mold  Specific  gene.  M4o.  in  a 
fungus  which  causes  a  respiratory  disease. 

Matamoros  ousted  the  competition 
with  Ins  research  on  the  establishment 
of  the  Honduran  freshwater  fish  biogeo- 
graphical  provinces.  McNair  won  for  her 
research  on  room-temperature  curable 
resin  systems.  The  mam  application  of  the 
research  is  on  manufacturing  boat  parts. 
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Dr.  Susan  Bone 
Named  OLLI  Director 

Dr.  Susan  Bone  will  serve  as  the  new 
director  for  the  Osher  Lifelong  Learning 
Institute  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  She  replaces  Sue  Pace,  founder 
and  director  of  OLLI  since  1991. 

Dr.  Don  Hegwood,  OLLI  Board 
of  Directors  president,  said  the  board 
recently  voted  to  appoint  Bone  to  the  posi- 
tion, based  on  her  experience  in  the  areas 
of  adult  education  and  gerontology. 

"The  institute  achieved  national 
recognition  as  a  leader  in  programs  for 
seniors  under  the  dedication  and  visionary 
leadership  of  Sue  Pace,"  Hegwood  said.  "Dr. 
Susan  Bone's  credentials  in  adult  education 
and  gerontology,  and  experience  in  physical 
fitness  and  health  related  areas,  are  critical 
leadership  qualifications  OLLI  needs  at 
this  time  to  advance  for  its  members,  build 
bridges  with  the  community  and  strength- 
en its  value  as  an  asset  to  Southern  Miss." 

The  Osher  Lifelong  Learning  Institute 
at  Southern  Miss  is  the  only  lifelong  learn- 
ing institute  in  Mississippi  supported  by 
the  Bernard  Osher  Foundation,  headquar- 
tered in  San  Francisco.  OLLI  members  can 
sign  up  for  seminars,  field  trips,  luncheon 
lecture  series,  social  activities  and  five- 
week  courses  that  do  not  require  exams 
or  homework.  Classes  are  peer-taught  and 
are  chosen  based  on  the  overall  consen- 
sus among  members.  The  institute  was 
recently  awarded  at  $1  million  endowment 
by  the  Osher  Foundation,  as  a  result  of 
reaching  a  target  goal  of  more  than  500 
members  for  three  consecutive  years. 


Photojournalism  Student 
Named  Associated  Press  Intern 


Dr.  Susan  Bone 


Eric  Shelton,  a  senior  photojournalism 
major,  has  been  selected  as  a  participant 
in  the  Associated  Press'  Class  of  2009 
Photography  Intern  Program,  one  of  the 
most  competitive  internship  programs  in 
all  of  journalism. 

Shelton  will  spend  12  weeks  in  the 
summer  at  the  AP  Boston  bureau.  AP 
photo  interns  receive  individually  tailored 
training  designed  to  further  develop  their 
journalistic  skills. 

"Eric  is  an  enormously  talented  photog- 
rapher," said  Clarence  Williams,  a  Pulitzer 
Prize -winning  photojournalist  in  residence 
in  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism.  "This  is  a  great  start  to  what 
promises  to  be  an  extraordinary  career." 


Shelton  is  from  Columbia,  Miss. 
He's  scheduled  to  graduate  in  May 
2009.  During  the  summer  of  2008,  he 
was  selected  as  an  intern  at  the  UNITY: 
Journalists  of  Color  convention  in 
Chicago.  He  is  one  of  four  Southern  Miss 
photojournalism  students  selected  last  fall 
to  participate  in  the  Southern  Mississippi 
Photojournalism  Project,  which  was 
funded  by  the  Ethics  and  Excellence  in 
Journalism  Foundation. 

"Eric's  selection  for  the  AP  internship 
is  a  reflection  of  recent  improvements 
in  the  photojournalism  program  since 
Clarence  Williams  arrived  in  2006,"  said 
Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  director  of  the  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism. 
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Professor's  Book  Earns 

Society  of  Military  History's  Top  Award 

A  history  professor's  latest  book  on  the  Vietnam  iHK'"W^li 

War  has  earned  the  most  prestigious  honor  bestowed 
by  the  Society  for  Military  History,  considered  the 
world's  leading  organization  in  the  field. 

Dr.  Andrew  Wiest  has  received  the  society's 
Distinguished  Book  Award  in  the  biography/memoir 
category  for  "Vietnam's  Forgotten  Army:  Heroism  and 
Betrayal  in  ARVN"  which  was  published  last  year  The 
award  recognizes  the  best  book-length  publications 
in  English  on  military  history,  whether  monograph, 
bibliography,  guide,  or  other  project  copyrighted  in 
the  previous  three  calendar  years. 

"It's  quite  gratifying  to  know  that  the  seven 
years  put  into  the  research  for  and  production  of 
the  book  resulted  in  a  product  that  has  met  with 
the  approval  of  your  peers,"  said  Wiest.  "More  im- 
portantly, though,  such  recognition  should  help  to 
raise  the  profile  of  the  great  things  that  we  arc  doing 
in  the  Department  of  History  and  in  its  Center  for  been  honored  with  the  Distinguished  I 

the  Study  of  War  and  Society."  Award  in  the  biography/mem< 

«■.,■   ,  ,    c  A  »  ■         ill  i  by  the  Society  for  Military  History. 

Vietnam  s  Forgotten  Army    is  a  dual  biography 

of  two  officers  from  the  South  Vietnamese  military 

(the  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  or  ARVN),  Tran  Ngoc  Hue  and  Pham  Van  Dinh. 
The  two  men  were  friends  and  rising  young  stars  in  the  ARVN,  but  their  careers  came 
to  very  different  ends. 

Established  in  1933  as  the  American  Military  History  Foundation,  the  society  was  re- 
named in  1939  the  American  Military  Institute  and  in  1990  renamed  again  the  Society  tor 
Military  History.  It  is  devoted  to  stimulating  and  advancing  the  study  of  military  history 
and  its  membership  has  included  many  of  the  nation's  most  prominent  scholars,  soldiers 
and  citizens  interested  in  military  history. 


Dr.  Andrew  Wiest's  "Vietnam's  Forgotten 


Professor  Awarded  Guggenheim  Grant 


A  research  grant  from  the  prestigious 
Harry  Frank  Guggenheim  Foundation 
will  help  fund  a  professor's  research  on  a 
book  focusing  on  how  ordinary  Europeans 
viewed  the  causes  of  World  War  I  and  its 
impact  on  their  lives. 

Dr.  Michael  Neiberg,  professor  of  his- 
tory and  co-director  of  the  department's 
Center  for  the  Study  of  War  and  Society, 
said  his  work  will  contrast  standard  writ- 
ings on  the  war  based  on  the  views  of  heads 
of  state,  diplomats  and  military  leaders. 

"I'm  doing  this  in  part  by  examin- 
ing the  diaries  and  letters  of  average 
Europeans  to  get  an  understanding  of  how 
they  viewed  and  reacted  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  war,  a  massive  event  that  by  and  large 
they  did  not  anticipate,"  he  said. 

Harry  Frank  Guggenheim  was  a 


successful  businessman  and  noted  philan- 
thropist who  served  as  U.S.  ambassador  to 
Cuba  from  1929  to  1933.  He  established 
the  foundation  to  support  scholarly 
research  on  the  issues  of  violence,  aggres- 
sion and  dominance. 

"It's  a  real  honor  to  be  the  recipient  of  a 
Guggenheim  research  award,  but  more  than 
anything  I  count  it  as  another  accomplish- 
ment for  our  dynamic  center  and  validation 
of  the  work  we're  doing,"  Neiberg  said. 

Neiberg  joined  Southern  Miss  in  2005 
after  having  served  on  the  faculty  of  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  Academy,  where  he  earned  an 
Outstanding  Academy  Educator  Award.  His 
areas  of  expertise  include  World  War  1 .  w  ar 
and  society,  American  military  history  and 
the  history  of  France.  He  also  serves  as  direc- 
tor oi  graduate  studies  for  the  department. 


Did  you  know  the  Center  for  the 
Study  of  War  &  Society  hosts  a 
series  of  roundtable  discussions 
throughout  the  year  at  the 
Hattiesburg  Public  Library? 

The  topics  for  upcoming  discussions 
include  the  books  "Dog  Company 
Six"  by  Edwin  Howard  Simmons 
(April  14)  and  "Catch  22:  A  Novel" 
by  Joseph  Heller  (May  12). 
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Dean  of  Students  Dr.  Eddie  Holloway  was  recently 
honored  as  the  State  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning's 
Black  Educator  of  the  Year.  Above,  Holloway  goes 
over  a  schedule  of  events  and  meetings  with  Delores 
McNair,  office  manager  for  the  Dean  of  Students  office. 


Holloway  Named  IHL  Black  Educator  of  the  Year 

Not  long  after  the  integration  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  a  young 
African-American  teenager  named  Eddie  Holloway  came  to  campus  in  1968  to  take  his 
first  job  as  a  dishwasher  at  Wimpy 's,  a  popular  campus  eatery. 

Forty  years  after  that  humble  beginning  of  a  long  and  distinguished  career  at  the 
University  Dean  of  Students  Dr.  Eddie  Holloway  was  awarded  the  State  Institutions  of 
Higher  Learning's  Black  Educator  of  the  Year  in  conjunction  with  Black  History  Month. 

A  Hattiesburg  native,  Holloway  has  earned  undergraduate  and  graduate  degrees  from 
Southern  Miss  and  is  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame.  He  is  a  former  president  of 
the  Hattiesburg  City  Council,  and  has  served  in  a  variety  of  positions  at  the  University, 
including  as  a  counselor  in  the  Southern  Miss  Counseling  Center  and  as  instructor  of 
psychology.  Last  year,  he  was  one  of  just  15  people  from  across  the  state  chosen  to  serve 
on  the  newly  created  Mississippi  Civil  Rights  Education  Commission. 

In  her  letter  nominating  Holloway,  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  praised  him  for 
his  devotion  to  the  University  and  for  working  "tirelessly  to  develop  and  maintain  strong 
relationships  across  racial,  gender  and  economic  boundaries." 

"His  calm  yet  firm  approach,  coupled  with  his  fair  and  equitable  philosophy,  has  given 
him  a  well-respected  reputation  on  our  campus  and  in  our  community,"  Saunders  said. 


Walker  Named  Executive 

Director  of  Institute  for  Disability  Studies 


Longtime  administrator  Royal 
Walker  Jr.  of  Jackson  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  the  Institute  for 
Disability  Studies. 

Walker,  who  has  served  as  associ- 
ate director  of  IDS  since  1992,  has 
taken  leadership  ol  the 
institute,  overseeing  the 
daily  operations  of  the 
Hattiesburg,  Jackson  and 
Long  Beach  offices. 

"With  the  great 
interdisciplinary  staff 
of  the  institute,  we  will 
continue  to  advance  our 
goals,  objectives  and 
activities  which  represent 
a  strong  value-based  phi- 
losophy of  promoting  the 
independence,  productiv- 
ity, inclusion  and  full 
community  participation 
of  individuals  with  disabilities  and  their 
families,"  said  Walker. 

With  an  educational  background  that 
includes  public  policy,  law  and  political 
science,  Walker  has  extensive  experi- 
ence in  administration  and  management 
of  federal,  state,  and  private  grants  and 
contracts;  public  policy  development 
and  analysis;  program  design;  and 


Royal  Walker  Jr 


government  operations.  He  holds  a  law 
degree  from  Texas  Southern  University's 
Thurgood  Marshall  School  of  Law,  is  a 
graduate  of  Jackson  State  University,  and 
is  a  W.  K.  Kellogg  Foundation  fellow. 
"Royal  is  very  well  respected  among 
colleagues  and  outside 
partners,  both  state- 
wide and  nationally," 
said  Dr.  Vafa  Kamali, 
director  of  University 
Research  Centers  and 
Institutes.  "He  can 
bring  energy  into  the 
future  development  of 
IDS  programs,  includ- 
ing the  addition  of  more 
doctoral  students." 

Walker  has 
served  as  president 
of  the  Association  of 
University  Centers  on 
Disabilities,  a  non-profit  organization 
that  promotes  and  supports  the  na- 
tional network  of  67  university  centers 
on  disabilities. 

Former  IDS  executive  director  Dr.  Jane 
Siders  will  continue  as  co-director,  a  role 
that  will  allow  her  to  spend  more  time  on 
grants  and  projects,  especially  with  early 
childhood  interventions,  said  Kamali. 


Dixie  Darling 
Alumnae  Award 
Scholarships 

The  Dixie  Darling  Alumnae 
Association  has  awarded  10 
scholarships  ranging  from  $500  to 
$1,000  to  current  Dixie  Darlings. 
Alumnae  presented  the  scholarship 
winners  with  certificates  and  custom- 
made  necklaces  from  Parris  Jewelers 
in  Hattiesburg. 

Scholarship  winners  included: 
Kristen  Creal,  Elise  Geissler,  Brittany 
Ginn,  Apryl  Renee  Null,  Tasia 
Poyadou,  Delaina  Pruett,  Rachel  Ross, 
Kellie  Stonecypher,  Ari  Velasquez 
and  Kathryn  Jade  White. 

The  Dixie  Darlings,  created  in  the 
early  1950's  under  Southern  Miss'  4th 
president,  Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook,  have 
represented  the  spirit  and  tradition  of 
Southern  Miss  since  their  inception. 
The  Dixie  Darlings 
celebrated  their 
50th  Anniversary 
in  2004,  at 
Homecoming. 


scholarship  wini 
Ari  Velasquez  pi 
displays  her  Dixi 
Darling  necklace 
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83-Year-Old  Student 
Graduates  from  Southern  Miss 

After  six  decades  of  working  and  raising  his  family,  83-year- 
old  Julian  Morgan  can  include  one  more  accomplishment  to  his 
biography,  a  bachelor's  degree  from  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

Morgan,  who  first  started  taking  courses  In  L946  at  the 
University  of  Alabama,  returned  to  school  at  Southern  Miss  in 
1999  to  complete  his  undergraduate  degree.  After  taking  two  class- 
es per  semester  over  10  years,  Morgan  completed  the  coursework 
required  to  graduate  with  his  bachelor  of  arts  in  history  degree. 

"The  thing  that  impresses  me  is  Mr.  Morgan's  durability,"  said 
Dr.  Pat  Smith,  professor  of  history.  "He  sets  goals  and  perseveres. 
He  reads  widely  and  always  has  interesting  comments  and  insights 
on  the  things  he  reads." 

When  Morgan  attended  the  University  of  Alabama  in  the 
1940s,  he  had  only  been  at  school  for  about  a  year  when  he  began 
having  health  problems.  At  only  16  years  of  age,  these  health 
problems  affected  both  his  higher  education  goals  and  his  chances 
of  joining  the  U.S.  Army.  After  getting  married,  his  attention 
turned  from  education  to  caring  for  his  family. 

Three  children,  lour  grandchildren  and  lour  great-grandchil- 
dren later,  Morgan  walked  across  the  platform  at  commencement 
to  receive  his  degree  on  Dec.  12. 

"He  is  a  good  living  reminder  to  younger  people  about  the  endur- 
ing importance  of  family,  work,  health,  faith  and  learning-things  we 
can  all  invest  in  even  in  times  of  economic  hardship  and  be  assured 
that  we  will  reap  rewards  years  later,  if  we  persevere,"  Smith  said. 
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Tradition 

and  Trees 


Julian  Morgan,  an  83-year-old  recent  graduate,  takes  time  to  relax  after  finishing 
one  of  his  final  writing  assignments  at  the  end  of  the  fall  semester.  Morgan 
received  his  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in  history  this  past  December. 


Sure,  Bass  Pecan  sells 
delicious  gourmet 
pecan  products  but  we 
also  sell  pecan  trees. 

We  offer  1 8  varieties  of  pecan 
trees  and  you  can  order  online! 

Bass  container  pecan  trees  can 
be  planted  at  any  time  of  the 
year  and  are  easier  to  grow 
than  bare  root  trees. 

Plant  a  Bass  Pecan  Tree  and 
soon  you'll  be  enjoying  the 
taste  of  Bass  Pecan  -  a  southern 
tradition  for  over  1 00  years. 


1-800-PECANS-1 

www.basspecan.com 

925  East  Main  Avenue  •  Lumberton 
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Record-Setting  $6  Mill 
Support  Scholarships, 

University  President  Martha  Saunders 
has  announced  that  the  University  has  re- 
ceived a  $6  million  gift  that  will  be  used  for 
student  scholarships  and  strategic  initiatives. 

The  gift,  from  a  donor  who  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous,  is  the  largest,  single 
cash  gift  in  the  University's  history. 

"This  is  a  transformational  gift  for 
our  University  and  one  for  which  we  are 
deeply  grateful,"  Dr.  Saunders  said  to  a 
gathering  of  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
friends  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center. 

"We  cannot  answer  any  questions 
about  the  motivations  or  interests  of  the 
giver,  but  I  would  like  to  think  he  or  she 
has  observed  our  progress  as  a  university 
and  believes  in  what  Southern  Miss  is  all 
about,"  she  said. 

Five  million  will  be  used  for  student 
scholarships  and  $1  million  is  to  be  applied  to 
further  the  University's  strategic  initiatives. 

Four  areas  of  focus — Image 
Development,  Connections  with  the 
Community,  A  Climate  of  Academic 
Success  and  A  Culture  of  Healthy  Minds 
and  Bodies — emerged  after  a  semester- 
long  strategic  planning  effort  that  included 


ion  Gift  to 
Strategic  Initiatives 

talks  with  faculty,  staff,  students,  alumni 
and  community  members  during  the 
Community-Campus  Core  Dialogues  in 
fall  2007. 

"Our  work  through  Advancement  is 
aimed  at  ensuring  the  long-range  success  of 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  by 
securing  resources  to  support  strategic  ini- 
tiatives," said  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice  president 
for  Advancement.  "This  gift  gives  us  a  big 
jumpstart  on  some  of  those  projects." 

Incoming  Student  Government 
Association  president  J. R.  Robinson  was 
among  the  students  at  the  announcement. 
His  reaction  to  the  news:  "wow." 

"We  really  appreciate  this  dona- 
tion and  what  it  can  potentially  do  for 
Southern  Miss  students.  Everything  we 
do  while  we're  here  is  aimed  at  leaving 
Southern  Miss  better  than  we  found  it," 
said  Robinson,  a  junior  from  Bolton,  Miss. 

Knowing  that  a  donation  of  this 
magnitude  will  make  a  huge  impact  is  both 
"exciting  and  gratifying,"  said  Wolf.  "At  the 
end  of  the  day,  the  ability  to  connect  stu- 
dents with  donors  through  scholarships  is 
at  the  very  heart  of  our  fundraising  efforts." 


Dr.  Michael  Forster 


University  President  Martha  Saunders,  left,  and  vice  president  for  Advancement  David  Wolf,  are  all  smiles 
during  the  announcement  of  a  $6  million  gift  designated  for  student  scholarships  and  strategic  initiatives. 


Dr.  Michael  Forster 
Selected  as  Dean  for 
College  of  Health 

Dr.  Michael 
Forster  has  been 
selected  as  dean 
for  the  College  of 
Health.  Since  April 
2008,  Forster  has 
served  as  the  col- 
lege's interim  dean. 
He  was  selected 
following  a  national 
search  for  the  position. 

"As  interim  dean,  1  came  to  fully  recog- 
nize the  excellence  and  importance  of  all 
seven  disciplines  making  up  the  College  of 
Health,"  Forster  said.  "I  feel  energized  by 
the  enthusiasm,  talents  and  tremendous 
potential  of  our  people  and  programs.  The 
best  is  yet  to  come." 

Since  1994,  Forster's  accomplish- 
ments within  the  College  of  Health's 
School  of  Social  Work  have  included 
serving  as  the  school's  director;  assisting 
in  the  creation  of  SWORD,  a  network  da- 
tabase for  Mississippi  youth  courts;  and 
providing  leadership  to  improve  the  op- 
erations of  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Human  Service's  Division  of  Family 
and  Children's  Services. 

He  is  also  co-founder  of  the  Family 
Network  Partnership,  a  community- 
based  direct  service  organization  that 
includes  a  free  after-school  program  for 
Hattiesburg  students,  and  is  a  founding 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Social  Work 
Education  Consortium. 

Forster  is  the  recipient  of  a  Mississippi 
Conference  for  Social  Welfare  Merit  Award 
for  his  contributions  to  the  field  of  social 
welfare  and  social  services. 

"In  his  years  of  service  to  Southern 
Miss  as  a  faculty  member,  department 
chair  and  interim  dean,  Dr.  Michael 
Forster  has  demonstrated  that  he  has  the 
administrative  skills,  the' interpersonal 
abilities  and  the  vision  to  be  a  highly  ef- 
fective senior  administrator,"  said  Provost 
Dr.  Robert  Lyman.  "I  am  sure  that  he  will 
lead  the  College  of  Health  to  even  greater 
success  in  the  coming  years." 
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CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


As  the  celebration  of  the  University  Centennial  approaches  on 

March  30,  2010,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of 

Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly,  and  we'll  assume 

you  are  a  former  University  Archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or 

three  accurately,  and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alum.  Answer 

zero  or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to  make 

sure  your  diploma  is  not  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

1.  When  did  the  University  adopt  "Golden  Eagles"  as  the 
nickname  for  its  athletic  teams? 

2.  What  was  the  original  name  of  the  student  newspaper? 

3.  In  what  year  did  Southern  Miss  become  a  charter  member 
of  Conference  USA? 

4.  Which  building  originally  housed  the  campus  hospital? 

5.  Where  was  the  location  of  the  first  USM  Golf  Course? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  61 
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The  UNIVERSITY  0/  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

THEATRE  and  DANCE 


WWW.SOUTHERNMISSTICKETS.COM  800.844.8425    601.266.5418 


Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed   A  ■  . 
regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern // 
atalumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Please  visit  Southern'.'  ssA    mr 
for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Had  jrr  p  j  ■ 

unless  otherwise  noted.  For  athletics  schedules,  visit  Southern//  5 

April 

15      Central  Mississippi  Chapter  Founders'  Day  Dinner  I  6  p.m. 
The  Capital  Club,  Jackson  I  For  more  information  contact 
Ryan  Kelly  at  601.266.5357  or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 

16-19,  23-26  Theatre  presents  "Urinetown"  |  Thursdays- 
Saturdays,  7:30  p.m.;  Sundays,  2  p.m.  I  Martha  R.  Tatum 
Theatre  I  Tickets  are  $12  for  adults;  S10  for  faculty/staff, 
seniors;  $6  for  students. 

17      Minority  Constituent  Society  Community  Project  with  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club  of  Hattiesburg  |  3:30  p.m.  I  For  more 
information  contact  Ryan  Kelly  at  601.266.5357  or  michael. 
kelly@usm.edu. 

17-19  EagleFest  Weekend  I  Join  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 

fans  for  a  weekend  of  Golden  Eagle  baseball,  softball  and 
the  spring  football  game  I  Black  and  Gold  Spring  Game, 
Saturday  at  6  p.m. 

20      Mobile,  Ala.,  Alumni  Golf  Tournament  |  Timber  Creek 

Golf  Club  I  For  more  information  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at 
601.266.5299. 

23      Northshore  Louisiana  Reception  with  Dr.  Saunders 

5:30  p.m.  |  Ristorante  Del  Porto,  501  East  Boston  Street, 
Covington  |  Tickets  are  $15  per  person  and  can  be 
purchased  at  SouthernMissAlumm.com  or  by  calling 
601.266.5013. 

Symphony  Orchestra  presents  "Carmina  Burana" 

7:30  p.m.  I  Bennett  Auditorium  I  Tickets  are  $16-20. 

27      Meridian  Golf  Tournament  and  Alumni  Dinner 

Northwood  Country  Club  |  11:30  a.m. -5:30  p.m.  I  For  more 
information  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299. 

May 

1-2     Golden  Grad  Weekend  I  Join  alumni  from  the  Classes 
of  1959  and  earlier  for  a  weekend  of  activities  at  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  I  For  more  information  contact  Dawn 
Smith  at  601.266.4218  or  dawn.smith@usm.edu. 

22      Accounting  Constituent  Society  Tax  Seminar  I  8:30  am 

Thad  Cochran  Center  Ballroom  I  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Gene  Polk  at  60]  264  3519  or  gene@nicholsoncpas.com. 

June 


12       Southeast  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  Drawdown  I  6:30 

p.m.  I  Ocean  Springs  Civic  Center  I  For  more  information 
contact  Pam  Thompson  at  228  217  "002 


Spring  200^ 
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Association  to  Award  Two  Peets  Buffett  Scholarships  in  2009 

Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffett  had  a 
simple  yet  meaningful  philosophy  that 
she  imparted  to  her  three  children, 
Laurie,  Lucy  and  one  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi's  most  famous 
alumni,  Jimmy.  The  woman  known  as 
"Peets"  to  her  family  and  friends,  instruct- 
ed her  children  to  "learn  to  be  a  listener," 
to  "live  by  the  sea,"  and  enjoy  the  company 
of  others,  because  "love  and  family  are  the 
best  things  we  have." 

While  the  life  lessons  she  passed  on 
were  part  of  what  made  her  special,  just  as 
important  to  Peets  was  her  formal  education. 
Peets,  who  died  in  2003,  was  a  1940  gradu- 
ate of  the  Gulf  Park  College  for  Women  (now 
the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Park  Campus)  in 
Long  Beach.  "Meeting  girls  from  all  over  the 
country  and  reveling  in  challenging  academ- 
ics truly  opened  up  my  whole  world,"  she 
said  of  her  time  at  Gulf  Park. 

Today,  scholarships  in  Peets'  name  help 
Mississippi  women  earn  degrees  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The 
scholarships,  which  are  now  managed  by 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association, 
are  awarded  to  incoming  full-time  female 
freshmen  from  the  state  of  Mississippi 
demonstrating  financial  need  and  a 
minimum  high  school  grade  point  average 
of  3.0.  Originally  designated  specifically  for 
women  from  the  Gulf  Coast  who  enrolled 
at  the  Gulf  Park  Campus,  recent  changes  to 
the  scholarship  endowment  will  now  allow 


The  Peets  Buffett  Scholarship  is  awarded  to  Mississippi  women  who  select  a  major  in  the  Colle 
Letters.  Above,  Peets  is  pictured  with  two  of  her  children,  Jimmy  and  Lucy. 


The  endowment  from  which  the  schol- 
arships are  awarded  is  now  approaching 
$250,000.  That  amount  has  been  bol- 
stered by  contributions  totalling  $55,000 
over  the  past  five  years  by  Parrot  Heads  in 
Paradise  (PHiP),  a  non-profit  corporation 
that  assists  in  the  community  concerns 
of  people  who  are  interested  in  the  music 
of  Jimmy  Buffett.  PHiP  generated  funds 
for  its  gifts  from  its  Annual  Convention 
/  Music  Fest  held  in  Key  West  each 


"My  mother  instilled  the  love  of  learning  in  all  of  her 

children,  and  we  are  truly  blessed  to  be  able  to  share  her 

philosophy  and  spirit  with  women  from  her  home  state/' 

-  Lucy  Buffett 


students 

statewide 

who  enroll 

at  either  that  campus 

or  the  Hattiesburg  cam 

pus  to  be  eligible.  To  date,  five  women  have 

benefitted  from  Peets  Buffett  scholarships 

totaling  $15,532.  Two  $5,000  scholarships 

will  be  awarded  in  2009. 

"I  am  honored  to  be  a  part  of  giving 
another  Mississippi  girl  this  wonderful, 
life-enriching  opportunity,"  Peets  shared 
just  a  few  months  prior  to  her  death. 


November. 

"As  fans 
of  Jimmy  and 
what  he  personifies, 
we  wanted  to  honor  the 
woman  who  gave  him  to  the 
world,"  said  Jimmy  Pattavina,  PHiP  presi- 
dent. "Jimmy  says  the  men  in  his  family 
taught  him  how  to  accomplish  things,  but 
Peets  appears  to  have  shown  him  how 
to  appreciate  the  beauty  of  the  world — 
the  arts  and  letters  which  brought  about 
Jimmy's  music  and  literary  work." 


Lucy  Buffett  says  the  scholarship  is  a 
fitting  tribute  to  her  mother. 

"My  mother  instilled  the  love  of 
learning  in  all  of  her  children,  and  we 
are  truly  blessed  to  be  able  to  share  her 
philosophy  and  spirit  with  women  from 
her  home  state,"  said  Lucy,  who  will  visit 
Southern  Miss  on  April  16  when  the  2009 
scholarship  winners  are  announced.  Also 
that  day,  Lucy  will  sign  copies  of  her 
cookbook  "Crazy  Sista  Cooking:  Cuisine 
and  Conversation  with  Lucy  Anne  Buffett" 
at  the  Barnes  &  Noble  bookstore  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Each  Peets  Buffett  scholarship  is  for 
one  academic  year.  The  scholarship  may 
be  renewed  annually  for  up  to  four  years 
provided  that  all  requirements,  including 
full-time  status,  enrollment  in  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  the  maintenance 
of  a  3.0  grade  point  average,  are  met. 

"The  Alumni  Association  is  thrilled 
to  play  a  role  in  honoring  Mrs.  Buffett, 
while  assisting  these  women  in  receiv- 
ing their  college  educations,  something 
Mrs.  Buffett  worked  toward  her  entire 
life,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  "I  could  not 
be  prouder  for  the  University  to  offer  this 
scholarship  in  her  name." 

Call  601.266.5013  for  more  information. 
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Manager  of  Constituent  Relations  Ryan  Kelly,  left,  pres- 
ents John  Graham  with  the  Scott  Caldwell  Award,  which 
is  given  to  the  top  chapter  president  each  year. 


Leaders  Gather  for  Annual  Conference 

The  Alumni  Association's  2009 
Leadership  Conference  was  held  on  Jan. 
17  in  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Chapter  presi- 
dents, constituent  society  presidents  and 
alumni  ambassadors  gathered  to  gain 
insight  on  how  to  effectively  manage  an 
alumni  group,  as  well  as  to  learn  more 
about  the  Alumni  Association  and  the 
20,000  in  2010  membership  campaign. 
Stacy  Busby  of  Huntsville  also  gave  an 
informative  talk  on  their  successful  ap- 
proach to  recruiting  students  to  Southern 
Miss  from  their  local  school  districts. 

The  highlight  of  the  conference  was 
the  announcement  of  chapter  awards. 
The  Scott  Caldwell  Award  was  pre- 
sented to  John  Graham  of  the  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter  and  the  Alumni 
Association  Chapter  of  the  Year  award 
was  awarded  to  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro 
Alumni  Chapter.  The  Scott  Caldwell 
Award  is  given  to  the  chapter  president 
of  the  year,  and  the  Chapter  of  the  Year 
Award  is  given  to  the  alumni  chapter  that 
has  gone  above  and  beyond  by  holding 
successful  alumni  events,  recruiting 
Association  members,  and  communicat- 
ing effectively  to  its  constituents. 

Under  Graham's  leadership,  the  Central 
Mississippi  Chapter  hosted  a  welcome 
party  for  new  Head  Football  Coach  Larry 
Fedora  at  the  Mississippi  Sports  Hall  of  Fame,  held  a  record-breaking  All-Star  Party  prior  to 
football  season,  and  organized  "Southern  Miss  After  Hours"  events  every  other  month  to  provide 
networking  opportunities  for  area  alumni.  In  2008,  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Chapter  raised  more 
than  $17,000  for  Southern  Miss  scholarships  for  students  from  the  Gull  Coast  through  its 
"Jersey  Night  with  the  Sea  Wolves"  event  and  along  with  the  Southeast  Mississippi  Chapter 
welcomed  hundreds  of  Golden  Eagle  fans  for  its  annual  Gull  Coast  Beach  Bash  event. 

Follow  the  Association  Online 

Looking  for  more  frequent  updates  about  your  University  and  the  Alumni 
Association?  You  may  want  to  consider  tracking  Southern  Miss  through  a  number  ol 
sites  online.  In  addition  to  regular  University,  Athletics  and  Association  News  updates 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com,  the  Association  maintains  a  Facebook  profile  and  group, 
"Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,"  as  well  as  a  Twitter  profile. 

Nearly  3,000  alumni  have  already  "friended"  the  Association  on  Facebook  and  some 
750  are  part  ol  the  group.  In  addition,  keep  in  mind  that  as  a  member  ol  the  Association, 
you  have  access  to  the  alumni  director)'  at  Southei  nMissAlumni  com  through 
which  you  can  contact  lens  ol  thousands  ol  alumni 

The  Association's  Twitter  profile  can  be  found  at  twitter 
com/usmalumni.  II  you  have  trouble  finding  us  on  Facebook. 
please  e-mail  Assistant  Director  lor  Communications  Jim  Coll 
at  james.coll@usm.edu  or  call  601  .266.5722. 


lisa  Palazzo,  left,  president  of  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro 
Chapter,  and  Pam  Thompson,  past  chapter  board  mem- 
ber, right,  accept  the  Chapter  of  the  Year  Award  from 
Ryan  Kelly,  Manager  of  Constituent  Relations. 
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New  Life  Members 

Thomas  Blaine  Barker 

Kimberlie  Biever 

Clinton  &  Dawn  Bissell 

Sandra  S.  Booth 

Carolyn  Bynum 

Richard  Centner,  Jr. 

Jennifer  H.  Chaltain 

Cynthia  B.  Coon 

Rebecca  Lynn  Alston  Craig 

Sabrina  &  Todd  Deakle 

William  Dale  Fant 

Kevin  L.  Howell 

J.  Robert  Hunter 

Tara  T.  Jacks 

Chris  &  Wendi  Johnson 

Chris  &  Pam  Kelly 

Charles  &  Beverly  Kent 

Andrea  Lanehart 

A.  Ray  Lee,  III 

Tony  A.  Leslie 

Buford  &  Janice  Loftin 

Michael  &  Angela  Lucius 

Maryam  Madyun 

Harvey  Maier 

Bill  &  Cyndi  Massey 

Merna  Sue  Miller 

Karen  H.  Morgan 

Mindy  Morris 

Roger  W.  Penn 

M.  Sylvia  Roberts 

Danny  &  Bridget  Seal 

Shannon  Sorrell 

Mecia  R.  Stapp 

Chip  Sturdivant 

Andreas  Taylor 

James  Thomas,  III 

Isaac  &  Kathy  Traxler 

S.  Carolyn  White 

Brendon  &  Bethany  Winstead 


Spring  2009 
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Ogletree  House 
Construction  Continues 

Southern  Miss  alumni  can  track  the 
progress  of  the  restoration  and  expansion 
of  the  Ogletree  House  through  a  series  of 
photo  galleries  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Construction  on  the  facility  is  expected 
to  be  complete  this  summer. 

The  Albert  &  Associates  Architects' 
design,  which  is  being  constructed  by  DC 
General  Contractors  of  Hattiesburg,  will 
greatly  expand  the  nearly  fOO-year-old  ex- 
isting structure  to  nearly  twice  its  original 
size.  In  addition,  the  restoration  effort  wi 
help  to  restore  the  facility,  which  is 
one  of  the  Hattiesburg  campus' 
five  original  buildings,  to  its 
original  glory. 

To  view  the  photo 
galleries,  or  for  more 
information  on  the 
Ogletree  House,  click  "The 
Ogletree  House"  button 
beneath  the  left  navigation  bar 
at  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

recognizes  those  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial 

means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward.  The  nominee 

must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  19,  2009. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 

601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu,  or  use  the  form 

at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing 
body  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts 
and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who 
have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to 
the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alumna  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who 

has  made  contributions  of  time  and  effort  to  the  University, 

community  and  their  profession. 

Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of 

his  or  her  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize 

outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement, 

loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University. 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  noi  an  alum, 

but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern 

Miss  throughout  ihe  years. 
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Talon  Seasonal 
Order  Changed 

Notice  something  different 
about  The  Talon'?  In  years  past,  the 
first  edition  alumni  received  each 
calendar  year  was  labeled  the  winter 
edition.  This  year,  in  an  effort  to  be 
more  consistent  with  the  majority  of 
alumni  and  national  publications, 
the  first  edition  Southern  Miss  alumni 
are  receiving  is  the  spring  edition. 
Subsequent  editions  in  2009  will  be 
labeled  the  summer,  fall 
and  winter  editions — in 
that  order.  Rest  assured 
that  no  change  has        I 
been  made  to  the 
number  of  editions 
of  The  Talon  alu 
will  receive  in  2l 
Alumni  will  still  recei\ 
four  editions  of  t1 
magazine  as  th« 
have  in  the  past. 


Golden  Grad 

Reunion  Date  Set  for  May  1-2 

The  Golden  Grad  Reunion  will  be  held  May  1-2,  when  the 
Association  will  welcome  alumni  from  the  Classes  of  1959  and 
earlier  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

The  weekend  consists  of  a  full  schedule  of  events  including  a 
welcome  reception  and  dinner  at  the  Hattiesburg  Country  Club,  a 
Saturday  morning  breakfast,  campus  tours,  tour  of  the  University 
Archives,  and  a  luncheon. 

The  host  hotel  is  the  Holiday  Inn  Hotel  and  Suites, 
located  at  10  Gateway  Drive  in  Hattiesburg.  For  reservations, 
call  601.296.0302.  Use  the  code  "USM"  for  the  special  room 
rate  of  $95  when  making  reservations. 

Additional  reunion  details  are  available  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com 
and  brochures  are  being  mailed  to  all  eligible  alumni.  Contact  Dawn  Smith  at 
601.266.4218  or  dawn.smith@usm.edu  lor  more  details. 

Dates  Set  for  Big-Three 

Summer  Parties  Across  Mississippi 


TALON 
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The  Alumni  Association  has  an- 
nounced the  dates  for  the  organization's 
big-three  summer  parties  to  be  held 
throughout  Mississippi.  The  parties  are 
hosted  by  the  Central  Mississippi,  Gulf 
Coast  Metro  and  South  Central  Mississippi 
chapters  of  the  Association.  Open 
to  all  alumni,  friends  and 
fans,  the  parties  offer 
opportunities  for 
fans  to  visit  with 
Southern  Miss 
coaches,  players, 
cheerleaders, 
Seymour  and 
University  officials. 
Southern  Miss 
merchandise  will  be 
available  for  purchase  and 
auctions  will  be  held  to  help  raise  money 
for  the  respective  chapters'  scholarship 
endowments. 

First,  the  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter 
will  host  the  Jackson  All- 
Star  Party  at  5  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  July  16,  2009,  at 
the  Mississippi  Trademart  in 
Jackson.  In  2008,  a  record 
crowd  o\  more  than  800 
alumni  and  tans  gathered  to 
hear  addresses  horn  head  loot- 
ball  coach  Larry  Fedora,  athletic 


director  Richard  Giannini,  women's  head 
basketball  coach  Joye  Lee-McNelis,  men's 
head  basketball  coach  Larry  Eustachy  and 
head  baseball  coach  Corky  Palmer. 

Second,  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni 
Chapter  will  host  the  Gulf  Coast  Beach 
Bash  at  5  p.m.  on  Thursday,  July  23, 
2009,  at  the  Mississippi  Coast 
Convention  Center  in 
Biloxi.  Like  the  All-Star 
Part}-,  this  event 
drew  a  record 
crowd  in  2008. 
as  more  than  500 
alumni  and  fans 
attended. 
Finally,  the 
South  Central 
Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter 
will  host  Eagle  Fanfare  at  5  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  August  8,  2009.  In  2008.  more 
than  900  Southern  Miss  alumni,  friends 
and  fans  attended,  and  the  14th  an- 
nual event  will  be  held  at  Lake  Terrace 
Convention  Center  in  Hattiesburg  for 
the  first  lime. 

For  more  information  on  any  of  the 
big-three  summer  events,  please  contact 
Ryan  Kelly,  manager  of  constituent  rela- 
tions, at  601.266  5357  or  michael.kelly® 
usm.edu.  Additional  information,  includ- 
ing ticket  prices  for  these  events  will  be 
released  m  the  near  future. 
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By  Diane  DeCesare  Ross  '87,  '97,  '00 


Portrait  of  Raylawni  Young  Branch  taken  for 
the  1965-1966  yearbook,  The  Southerner. 


rdinary  people  sometimes  live  extraordinary 
lives.  Raylawni  Young  Branch,  for  example, 
was  born  in  1941,  in  the  Mobile  Street  area  of 
Hattiesburg  then  known  as  "the  Bottoms."  Her 
early  years  were  spent  there  and  in  Prentiss  and  Mount  Carmel. 
When  she  was  six  years  old,  she  and  her  family  moved  to  Chicago, 
where  they  remained  until  her  father  died.  After  a  few  years  back 
in  Hattiesburg,  Branch  graduated  from  Rowan  High  School  in  May 
1959.  She  married,  had  children  and  dreamed  of  a  better  life.  On 
the  surface,  hers  was  a  life  not  so  different  from  many  others. 

Though  her  mother  could  pass  for  Caucasian,  Branch's  family  was 
a  mixture  of  Scottish,  Irish,  African  American  and  Native  American. 
The  combination  promised  to  limit  her  opportunities,  but  Branch  was 
not  raised  to  think  that  way.  As  she  recounted  in  a  1993  interview 
with  the  Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural  Heritage: 

I  remember  an  incident  at  school  at  Mount  Carmel, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  things  I  think  that  helped  shape  my 
basic  personality  and  how  I  feel  about  people.  I  had  gone 
to  school,  and  it  was  bad  weather.  So  they  turned  us  out  of 
school  early,  and  I  had  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  to  walk, 
maybe  a  little  over  a  mile.  So  I'm  four  years  old,  and  they  let 
us  go  home,  and  1  had  to  walk  that  distance  by  myself.  So  it 
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was  down  Highway  84,  and  then  you  had  to  lurn  off  onto 
the  dirt  road,  and  that  was  about  half  a  mile.  Well,  the  wind 
and  the  rain  got  so  bad  that  1  got  in  the  ditch  ....  Now,  we 
didn't  have  a  school  bus,  but  the  whites  had  a  school  bus. 
And  my  mother  and  father  had  never  told  me  that  1  was  any 
different  than  anyone  else.  All  I  knew  was  I  was  a  human 
being,  and  they  were  human  beings.  1  did  not  know  ol  any 
racial  strife  ....  The  bus  went  by,  and  I  got  out  of  the  ditch, 
and  I  was  trying  to  flag  down  the  bus.  II  you  can  just  imag- 
ine a  muddy  dirt  road,  rain  and  wind,  and  a  four-year-old 
toddler,  preschooler,  and  it  just  went  right  on  by  me.  There 
were  no  houses  or  anything  on  the  road.  It  puzzled  me.  So 
I  got  back  in  the  ditch,  and  my  dad  finally  came  along,  and 
he's  calling  my  name.  And  I  come  out  of  the  ditch,  and  I'm 
just  as  muddy  as  1  could  be — wet  and  muddy.  The  bus  didn't 
stop.  That  hurt  my  feelings.  It  hurt  my  feelings  so  badly,  and 
I  told  my  daddy.  1  said,  "Daddy,  you  know  the  bus  went  by 
and  they  didn't  stop  and  pick  me  up."  And  he  did  not  say  to 
me,  "They  didn't  pick  you  up  because  you  were  black,"  or  (at 
that  time  they  didn't  say  "black")  "they  didn't  pick  you  up 
because  you  were  colored."  All  he  said  was,  "They  didn't  pick 
you  up,  but  someday  they'll  pick  you  up." 
In  the  1960s,  jobs  in  laundries,  kitchens,  and  white  people's 
houses  were  typically  the  only  ones  available  for  female  African 
Americans  in  Hattiesburg.  Branch  needed  to  work  to  support 
her  family,  but  she  wanted  something  more.  She  was  the  first 
African  American  to  be  hired  lor  the  production  line  at  the  Big 
Yank  factory  in  Hattiesburg,  as  well  as  the  first  African  American 
hired  to  work  the  switchboard  at  the  phone  company.  As  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement  brought  various  groups  into  Mississippi,  Branch 
became  involved  with  the  NAACP,  the  Council  of  Federated 
Organizations,  the  Student  Non-violent  Coordinating  Committee 
and  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference.  She  played 
a  crucial  part  in  integrating  Hattiesburg's  bus  stations.  She  even 
attended  the  March  on  Washington  in  1963. 

In  September  1965,  Branch  was  24  years  old  and  working 
as  the  secretary  of  the  NAACP.  The  organization  knew  of  an 
18-year-old  African-American  girl  who  wanted  to  attend  college  in 
Hattiesburg,  but  was  afraid  to  go  alone.  The  NAACP  offered  to  pay 
a  year's  tuition  for  Branch  if  she  would  accompany  the  girl  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Branch  jumped  at  the  chance, 
and  she  and  Elaine  Armstrong  became  the  first  African-American 
students  to  enroll  at  Southern  Miss. 

Branch  entered  the  pre-med  program  and  worked  m  the 
science  department.  The  NAACP  paid  her  tuition,  but  with  three 
children  under  seven,  there  was  not  enough  money  even  for  basic 
necessities.  Luckily,  there  were  people  who  put  together  boxes  of 
food  for  the  family. 

Branch  and  Armstrong's  participation  in  campus  life  was 
sometimes  inadvertently  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  oi  the 
University  administration.  As  Branch  tells  the  story: 

Now,  we  had  been  told  on  campus — Elaine  and  1  u  uh 
our  bodyguards,  by  the  administration — we  could  go  and 


do  anything  we  wanted  to  do  but  not  to  go  into  Wimpy's. 
Wimpy 's  was  a  hamburger  joint  that  was  in  the  Hub  .  .  . 
Across  on  the  side  where  the  post  office  is,  to  the  north  of 
the  post  office,  was  this  restaurant,  you  know,  shakes  and 
hamburgers  and  potato  chips  ...  a  place  to  gather  and 
place  for  the  students.  Well,  we  didn't  want  to  tell  them 
that  we  didn't  know  where  Wimpy's  was,  so  we  just  told 
them,  "OK,  if  that's  the  only  place  we  can't  go,  we  won't 
do  that."  They  told  us  that  they  felt  that  if  someone  made  a 
scene  and  it  was  violent  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  for 
our  bodyguards  to  protect  us  in  there  if  chairs  started  to  fly 
and  that  sort  of  thing.  It  would  be  very  difficult  for  them  to 
control  and  protect  us.  It  was  for  our  safety,  so  we  accepted 
that.  Of  course,  we  didn't  know  where  Wimpy's  was.  Well. 
you  know,  we  had  to  go  get  books.  At  that  time  [in  the 
I  lub]  they  gave  books  to  the  students  sort  of  on  a  lease  and 
you  turned  them  back  in  at  the  end  of  the  semester.  And 
we'd  go  in  there  for  the  post  office,  and  we  went  to  Wimpy's 
just  about  every  day. 
Branch  left  Southern  Miss  after  a  year  because  of  family 
and  financial  issues,  but  she  received  a  scholarship  to  St.  John's 
University  in  New  York  and  continued  her  education  (and  her  ac- 
tivism) there.  In  1969,  she  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  nursing 
from  the  University  of  Miami.  Branch  returned  to  Hattiesburg  in 
1987  and  received  her  master's  degree  at  Southern  Miss  in  com- 
munity health  nursing  (with  a  minor  in  education)  in  1993. 

Branch  served  in  the  Air  Force,  reaching  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
colonel  and  earning  six  medals  by  the  time  she  retired  in  1998. 
Her  service  included  being  the  senior  ranking  officer  on  a  plane 
evacuating  troops  from  the  Grenada  military  conflict,  an  experi- 
ence which  resulted  in  her  receipt  of  the  Air  Medal  and  the  Armed 
Forces  Expeditionary  Medal.  In  her  nursing  career,  she  worked  as  a 
chiet  nurse,  an  operating  room  director,  and  a  nursing  instructor.  In 
2006,  she  was  awarded  both  the  Hattiesburg  Veterans  Committees 
annual  Veteran  of  the  Year  award  and  the  Hattiesburg  Junior 
Auxiliary's  Humanitarian  ol  the  Year  award.  In  addition,  she  counts 
among  her  accomplishments  being  the  mother  ol  three  children  and 
raising  two  more. 

In  her  strength  and 
determination,  m  her  drive  to 
improve  the  lives  around  her, 
perhaps  Raylawm  Branch  is 
not  so  ordinary  alter  all.  §3 


Right:  Abe  Hudson,  left,  a 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  and 
featured  speaker  for  the  2009 
Armstrong-Branch  Honors 
Lecture,  and  Raylawni  Branch 
meet  prior  to  the  annual  event 
The  lecture  commemorates 
the  enrollment  of  the  first  African- 
American  students  at  Southern  Miss. 
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Hancock  Bank  Establishes  Scholarship 

in  Honor  of  Alumni  Association  Past  President 


With  more  than  25  years  of  service  to 
Hancock  Bank,  Joseph  F.  Boardman  Jr.  is 
being  honored  (or  his  com- 
mitment to  the  Hancock 
Bank  community  through 
a  scholarship  endowment 
at  Southern  Miss.  Hancock 
Bank  has  established  the 
Joseph  F.  Boardman,  Jr. 
Excellence  in  Banking 
Scholarship  Endowment 
with  a  gift  of  $25,000. 

Boardman  is  a  1953 
graduate  ot  Southern  Miss, 
where  he  majored  in  mar- 
keting. A  past  president 
ol  the  Alumni  Association 
and  former  member  of  the  Foundation 
Board,  Boardman  also  served  18  years 
on  the  Harrison  County  Development 
Commission.  In  1972  he  was  elected  to  the 
Hancock  Bank  Advisory  Board,  and  has 
since  served  as  a  member  of  the  Hancock 


Joseph  F.  Boardman  Jr 


Bank  Full  Board,  including  chairman  of 
the  Board  from  1987  to  2007.  Boardman 

currently  serves  as  director 
of  Hancock  Holding  Co. 

"After  Mr.  Boardman's 
many  years  of  service 
to  Hancock  Bank  as  an 
outstanding  director,  the 
Board  decided  it  fitting 
to  honor  him  in  a  special 
way,"  said  Clay  Wagner, 
senior  vice  president  of 
Hancock  Bank.  "What 
would  be  more  fitting  than 
a  scholarship  in  his  name 
at  his  beloved  alma  mater? 
It  was  with  this  in  mind 
that  the  Joseph  F.  Boardman,  Jr.  Excellence 
in  Banking  Scholarship  was  formed." 
The  scholarship  will  be  awarded 
to  a  junior,  senior  or  graduate  student 
majoring  in  finance  with  an  emphasis 
in  banking  and  finance  who  exhibits 


outstanding  scholastic  achievement  and 
civic  and  community  leadership.  Because 
of  Boardman's  involvement  on  the  Gulf 
Coast,  preference  will  be  given  to  students 
from  south  Mississippi  who  express  a 
desire  to  pursue  a  professional  career  in 
banking  in  Mississippi. 

"The  College  of  Business  congratulates 
Mr.  Boardman  for  his  impressive  accom- 
plishments," said  Shannon  Woodward, 
director  of  development  for  the  College  of 
Business.  "It  is  with  utmost  gratitude  that 
we  award  this  scholarship  in  his  honor. 
Without  such  generous  financial  support, 
we  would  not  be  able  to  compete  for  the 
best  and  brightest  students." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Joseph  F. 
Boardman,  Jr.  Excellence  in  Banking 
Scholarship  Endowment  or  to  honor 
someone  you  know  through  a  gift  to 
Southern  Miss,  please  contact  Shannon 
Woodward  at  601.596.4811  or  Shannon. 
Woodward@usm.edu. 


REMEMBER  YOUR  PAST. 
EMPOWER  OUR  FUTURE. 


Our  University  continues  to  build  upon  its 
tradition  of  excellence  through  generous, 
long-range  gifts  from  private  donors.  Please 
remember  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  in  your  will,  trust 
or  other  estate  plans. 

1  l.S' 


For  more  information,  contact  Keith  R.  Dale  in  our  planned  giving  office  at  601.266.5375. 
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Family  Establishes  Endowment  in  Memory  of 

at  St.  John  Lutheran  Church,  where  his 


Son 


In  December  2007,  Southern  Miss 
alumni  Dr.  Katherme  Van  Wessem  Goerss 
and  Rev.  Dr.  John  Mark  Goerss  estab- 
lished the  Mark  James  Goerss  Memorial 
Scholarship  Endowment 
lor  undergraduate  teacher 
training  students  in 
memory  of  their  son,  Mark 
James  Goerss.  "We  are  hon- 
ored that  the  Goerss'  have 
chosen  to  honor  Mark's 
memory  by  establishing 
a  scholarship  endow- 
ment," said  Dr.  Wanda 
Maulding,  Interim  Dean  for 
the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology.  "Then- 
generosity  will  help  tram 
dedicated  and  high  quality 
teachers  for  wonderlul,  curious  loving 
children  ...  just  like  Mark." 

Mark  Goerss  was  born  on  December 
12,  1970  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 
He  was  a  kindergarten  student  at  the 
University's  Children's  Laboratory  of 
Learning.  On  December  23,  1975,  Mark 
was  taken  to  the  hospital  after  a  sore 
throat  and  slight  fever  developed  into  a 
high  fever  and  he  was  becoming  semi- 
comatose. Mark  was  diagnosed  with 
homoflylus  meningitis.  By  Christmas  day, 
Mark's  parents  were  told  he  would  not 
recover.  After  sleeping  peacefully  while 
on  a  respirator,  Mark  died  on  January  3, 
1976,  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

Days  before  his  death,  Mark  played 
Santa  Claus  in  his  kindergarten  Christmas 
program  and  a  shepherd  in  the  annual 
Sunday  School  Christmas  presentation 


Mark  James  Goerss,  fall  1975 


father  served  as  pastor. 

On  January  14,  1976,  Katherine 
Goerss  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Hattiesburg 
American  in  gratitude  for 
the  community's  thoughts 
and  prayers.  "Mark  was  a 
special  gift  to  us  and  he 
loved  "Happiesburg" — the 
mispronunciation  perhaps 
epitomized  his  feelings 
about  life  in  our  com- 
munity," she  wrote.  "As 
perhaps  lew  other  five- 
year-olds  are  privileged 
to  do,  Mark  had  partici- 
pated with  us  in  almost  all 
aspects  of  civic  file — he 
attended  professional 
meetings;  he  met  the  mayor;  he  toured 
the  regional  jail  and  met  the  sheriff;  he 
worried  about  Babar,  the  elephant,  holes 
in  the  streets  and  defaced  stop  signs." 

The  years  the  Goerss  family  spent  at 
Southern  Miss  helped  to  foster  the  growth 
ol  their  passion  for  education  and  teacher 
training.  John  Goerss  received  a  master's 
degree  in  community  counseling  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1974.  Katherine  Goerss 
taught  in  the  Southern  Miss  Reading 
Department  and  received  her  Ph.D.  in 
administration  and  supervision  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1975. 

In  1977,  John  and  Katherine  Goerss 
moved  to  New  Jersey.  John  Goerss  became 
pastor  of  Grace  Lutheran  Church  in 
Livingston,  N.J.  and  received  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  Drew  University 
in  Madison,  N.J.  John  Goerss  also  served 


Hernandez  Selected  as  Director 

of  Corporate  and  Foundation  Relations 

The  Office  of  Advancement  welcomes  Josh  Hernandez  as  director  of  corporate  and 
foundation  relations.  Hernandez  will  be  responsible  for  identifying  and  enhancing  strategic 
partnership  opportunities  for  Southern  Miss  with  corporations  and  private  foundations. 

Prior  to  his  recent  appointment,  Hernandez  served  as  assistant  director  of  annual 
giving  at  Southern  Miss.  Hernandez  also  worked  at  Texas  Lutheran  Universit)  as  director 
of  annual  giving,  where  he  led  their  Annual  Giving  Program  to  raise  more  than  $800,000. 
His  prior  duties  also  include  writing  grants  to  private  foundations. 

Hernandez  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  in  English  and  literature  and  a  master's  degree  in 
composition  and  rhetoric  from  North  Dakota  Slate  University. 


as  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Messiah  in  Princeton.  X.J.  and  Lutheran 
chaplain  at  Princeton  University  for  24 
years  before  retiring  in  2007. 

Katherine  Goerss  pursued  her  career 
in  public  education,  serving  as  principal 
of  Kreps  Middle  School  in  East  Windsor, 
N.J.,  principal  of  Millburn  Middle  School  in 
Millburn  N.J.,  superintendent  of  schools  in 
Robbinsville,  N.J.,  superintendent  of  schools 
in  Millburn,  N.J.  and  administrator  at 
Caldwell  College  in  Caldwell,  NJ.  Katherine 
Goerss  also  taught  courses  and  supervised 
student  teachers  at  various  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  northeast.  She  served  on 
the  National  Board  of  the  National  Middle 
School  Association.  In  addition  to  her  Ph.D. 
from  Southern  Miss,  Katherine  Goerss 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Art  from  Washington 
University,  St.  Louis  and  a  Master  of 
Education  from  the  University  of  Illinois. 

"As  educators  we  know  the  finan- 
cial difficulties  students  may  face,"  said 
Katherine  Goerss.  "This  endowment  is  a 
way  for  us  to  help  prospective  teachers  and 
to  honor  our  late  son's  love  of  learning. 
Over  the  years  these  teachers  may  shape 
hundreds  of  elementary  and  secondary 
students.  We  could  think  of  no  better  way 
to  connect  our  memories  to  the  future." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Mark  James 
Goerss  Memorial  Scholarship  Endowment, 
contact  Leigh  Corban  Todd,  development 
officer  for  the  College  of  Education  and 
Psychology,  at  601.266.5501  or  Leigh. 
Todd@usm.edu. 
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Endowment  Established  to 

Honor  Legacy  of  Journalism  Professor 

Nancy  Kaul  recently  established  the  Arthur  J.  Kaul  Memorial  Endowment  with  a 
$10,000  donation  in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Kaul,  a  longtime  professor 
of  journalism.  Funds  from  the  endowment  will  be  used  to  support  Southern  Miss  mass 
communication  and  journalism  doctoral  students  nearing  completion  of  their  program. 

Dr.  Arthur  Kaul  joined  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  in  1984.  A  respected  lecturer  and  active 
academic  leader,  he  was  chosen  for  the  University  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award  in  1989  and 
served  on  the  University's  faculty  senate,  including  as  its  president.  Prior  to  entering  academia, 
he  worked  as  a  reporter  and  education  writer  for  daily  newspapers  m  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

Nancy  Kaul  said  it  was  her  late  husband's  desire  to  provide  financial  support  for 
doctoral  students  in  journalism  who  have  completed  their  coursework  and  are  in  the  criti- 
cal stages  of  research  and  writing  their  dissertation.  "He  received  such  assistance  while 
working  on  his  doctorate  at  Southern  Illinois  University,  and  he  never  forgot  the  difference 
it  made  in  helping  complete  his  Ph.D.  and  begin  a  long  and  successful  academic  career," 
she  said.  "He  loved  his  students  and  this  is  a  very  appropriate  way  to  honor  his  legacy  as  a 
teacher,  scholar  and  mentor." 

A  symposium  was  held  on  February  27,  2009,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Kaul  as  a  tribute 
to  his  legacy  of  scholarship  and  teaching.  The  symposium  included  panel  discussions 
focusing  on  his  areas 

"He  loved  his  students  and  this  is  a 

very  appropriate  way  to  honor  his  legacy 

as  a  teacher,  scholar  and  mentor/' 

-  Nancy  Kaul 

ship.  During  the  luncheon,  Dr.  Kaul  was  inducted  posthumously  into  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism  Hall  of  Fame  and  the  first  winner  of  the  Arthur  J.  Kaul 
Memorial  Scholarship  was  announced. 

"Dr.  Kaul  had  such  a  positive  and  enduring  impact  on  the  field  of  journalism,  his  stu- 
dents and  this  University,"  said  Dr.  Chris  Campbell,  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  and  one  of  Kaul's  former  students.  "We  believe 
this  symposium  was  an  appropriate  way  to  honor  him  and  advance  the  scholarship  and 
ideas  that  brought  him  joy." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Arthur  J.  Kaul  Memorial  Endowment,  please  contact  John  Sherk,  de- 
velopment officer  for  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  at  601.266.5922  orJohn.Sherk@usm.edu. 


of  expertise,  including 
literary  journalism, 
media  ethics,  the 
history  of  journalism 
and  teaching/mentor- 
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Above:  John  Sherk,  development  officer,  major  gifts 
for  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  accepts  a  check 
for  $10,000  from  Nancy  Kaul  to  initiate  the  Arthur 
J.  Kaul  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  in  honor  of  her 
late  husband,  who  was  a  longtime  member  of  the 
School  of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism 
faculty.  Top:  Arthur  J.  Kaul 


Members  of  the  Foundation  Board  of  Directors 
and  development  staff  receive  a  hardhat 
tour  of  the  Trent  Lott  National  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development  and 
Entrepreneurship  during  its  final  stages  of 
construction.  Upon  completion,  the  center  will 
house  the  University's  Office  of  Advancement 
and  the  USM  Foundation.  "It  is  energizing 
to  know  that  the  University's  Office  of 
Advancement  and  the  USM  Foundation  will 
be  housed  in  a  state-of-the-art  facility  of 
this  caliber,  where  economic  development 
and  entrepreneurship  will  be  discussed  and 
debated,"  said  Raymond  Van  Norman, 
treasurer  of  the  Foundation  Board  of  Directors. 
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There  are  16,00 
opportunities  to 

make  an  impact  at 

~    South 


one 


The  Opportunity 


Every  gift  to  the  Southern  Miss  Annual 

Fund  directly  impacts  our  most  valued 

asset-our  students.  Your  gift  enables 

Southern  Miss  to  continue  to  provide 

opportunities  and  hope  for  today  and 

tomorrow's  students  by: 

-  Providing  scholarships 

-  Acquiring  educational  materials 

-  Supporting  technological  needs 

-  Developing  distinguished  faculty 
-  Funding  campus  beautification 


a  name. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOL  THIRN  MISSISSIPPI 

FOUNDATION 

The  Impact 

Every  individual  gift  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Annual  Fund  is  combined  with 
thousands  of  other  gifts  from  alumni, 
family  and  friends  to  provide  the 
resources  on  which  the  University's 
future  depends. 


Take  pride  in  Southern  Miss  by  giving  to  the  annual  fund. 
There  are  16,000  opportunities  to  make  an  impact.  Choose  one  today. 
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Baggett  Assumes 
Chair  of  Department 
of  Art  and  Design 

William  Baggett,  professor  of  art,  began 
the  spring  2009  semester  as  the  new  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design. 

Former  chair  Susan  Fitzsimmons  has 
taken  on  a  new  role  for  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters  and  the  department  as  the 
director  and  community  liaison  for  the  Arts 
Incubator  Project  for  downtown  Hattiesburg. 
The  incubator  is  an  innovative  strategy  for 
helping  students  transition  to  professional 
artists  while  utilizing  underused  public  and 
private  sector  space  in  the  city. 

After  three  years  of  teaching  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  and  10  years 
at  Auburn  University,  Baggett  came  to 
Southern  Miss  as  chair  of  the  Department 
of  Art  in  1983  and  later  served  as  acting 
dean  of  the  College  of  The  Arts.  He 
continues  to  teach  primarily  in  the  areas 
of  printmaking  and  graphic  design  for 
the  department. 

Baggett  was  recognized  in  1982  at 
Auburn  University  with  an  endowed 
Alumni  Professorship  for  scholarly  and 


Among  other  monumental  projects,  Baggett  has 
developed  the  mural  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center. 

creative  achievement.  In  1997,  he  received 
the  Faculty  Award  of  Excellence  for 
Creative  Research  and  Achievement  at 
Southern  Miss. 

In  1980,  Baggett  was  commissioned  by 
the  French  publisher  Vision  Nouvelle  to  ex- 
ecute a  suite  of  three  editions  of  multicolor 
lithographs  in  Pans.  Since  that  time,  he  has 
worked  with  two  other  print  studios — Sie- 
na Studios,  N.Y.,  and  Grapholith  and  l.D.L. 
Editions,  Lecureux-Possot,  Paris. 


His  printmaking  work  is  included  in 
collections  throughout  the  United  States, 
Europe  and  Japan;  the  U.S.  Embassy  col- 
lections in  Hong  Kong;  Pretoria;  Republic 
of  South  Africa;  Santiago,  Chile;  Tel  Aviv, 
Israel;  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina;  Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia-;  Mexico  City,  Mexico;  Bangkok, 
Thailand;  Stockholm,  Sweden;  and, 
formerly,  in  Tehran,  Iran. 

Since  1992,  Baggett's  focus  has 
shifted  toward  the  development  and 
execution  of  four  monumentally  scaled 
figurative  mural  commissions  for 
public  spaces  in  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  including  the      large 
mural  at  the  Thad 
Cochran  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus. 

For  the  past  18  months, 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
development  of  a  series  of  new 
oil  paintings  that  will  be 
exhibited  in  the  Southern 
Miss  Museum  of  Art  in 
November  2009. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  art  courses  have 
been  offered  at  Southern  Miss  since 
the  institution  began  teaching 
students  in  1912? 

Today's  students  are  enrolled  in 

professional  degree  plans  such  as 

(  Graphic  Communication,  Interior 

Design,  the  fast-growing  area 

of  Sculpture,  and  more. 

/ 

For  more  information  on  the 

Department  of  Art  and  Design  at  The 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

call    601.266.4972    or    visit 

www.usm.edu/visualarts. 
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Symphony  Selected  for  Governor's  Award 


The  Mississippi  Arts  Commission 
(MAC)  announced  recipients  of  the  2009 
Governor's  Awards  for  Excellence  in  the 
Arts  on  Oct.  22,  2008,  including  the 
Symphony  Orchestra,  which  was  hon- 
ored for  its  Leadership  in  the  Arts. 

Represented  by  music  director 
Dr.  Jay  Dean,  the  orchestra  and  live 
other  recipients  were  honored  at 
the  21st  annual  public  ceremony 
Feb.  26  at  Galloway  United 
Methodist  Church  in  down- 
town Jackson. 

"The  Mississippi  Arts 
Commission,  together  with  the 
Governor's  Office,  is  honored 
to  celebrate  this  incredible 
group  of  artists  and  arts- 
based  institutions.  Over  40 
outstanding  nominations 
were  submitted,  which 
made  the  selection  process 
very  difficult  for  this  year's 
judges,"  said  Malcolm  White, 
executive  director  of  the  MAC.  "We 
are  grateful  to  the  Mississippians  who 


joined  us  at  the  ceremony  in  February 
when  we  honored  the  vast  and  remark- 
able artistic  traditions  of  this  state." 

Awards  were  made  to  individuals 
and  organizations  for  outstanding 
work  in  visual,  literary  and  per- 
lorming  arts;  community  development 
through  the  arts;  and  arts  patronage. 
The  Southern  Mississippi 
Symphony  Orchestra  is  the 
oldest  orchestra  in  Mississippi. 
Established  in  1920,  the  orches- 
tra is  a  well-established  leader 
in  the  region  and  has  performed 
with  internationally  known  clas- 
sical icons  from  Placido  Domingo 
and  Itzhak  Perlman  to  Yo-Yo  Ma. 
Under  Dean's  direction  since 
1988,  the  symphony  regularly 
enjoys  sold-out  houses  with 
audience  members  represent- 
ing a  diverse  cross-section  of 
the  southeastern  United  States. 
The  orchestra  is  composed  ol 
more  than  90  musicians  from  the  U.S. 
and  14  other  countries. 


Did  you  know  that  the  School  of 
Music's  commitment  to  a  diverse 
student  population  is  unparalleled? 
Southern  Miss  has  granted  a 
higher  percentage  of  music 
doctorates  to  African-American 
students  than  any  other  institution 
of  higher  learning  in  the  country. 

In  addition,  the  school  serves 
more  than  475  majors  from  the 
United  States  and  15  countries. 

For  more  information  on  the  School 
of  Music,  call  601.266.5543  or 
visit  www.usm.edu/music. 
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Southern  Miss  to  Mark  10th 

Anniversary  of  Mississippi  Oral  History  Project 


For  the  last  decade,  the  story  of 
Mississippi  has  been  captured  through 
the  voices  of  its  people  with  the  help  of 
the  Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural 
Heritage.  This  year,  the  center  will  mark 
that  achievement  by  celebrating  and 
promoting  the  Mississippi  Oral  History 
Project  (MHOP). 

A  statewide  initiative  launched  in 
1999  and  administered  by  the  center,  the 
MOHP  has  resulted  in  one  of  the  largest 
oral  history  collections  in  the  Gulf  South. 
Approximately  3,500  taped  interviews 
with  top  political  leaders  and  ordinary 
citizens  sharing  their  experiences  consti- 
tute the  collection  to  date  and  are  housed 
at  the  University. 

"In  many  ways,  the  center  preserves 
the  collective  memory  of  the  state  and  its 
people  through  this  important  project,"  said 
Dr.  Louis  Kyriakoudes,  an  associate  profes- 
sor of  history  and  director  of  the  center. 

MOHP  subjects  include  World  War  II 
and  War  on  Terror  (.Iraq  and  Afghanistan) 
veterans;  civil  rights  movement  leaders 
and  participants;  Hurricane  Katnna  survi- 
vors and  those  involved  in  recovery  efforts; 
members  of  Mississippi's  Legislative  Black 
Caucus;  and  those  interviewed  as  part  ol 


county  and  city  oral  history  projects  across 
the  state,  among  others. 

"This  project  not  only  helps  us  collect 
and  preserve  the  story  of  our  state,  but  also 
reveals  the  connections  among  our  people 
through  our  common  past  and  experiences, 
regardless  of  our  backgrounds  or  where  we 
live  in  Mississippi,"  said  Linda  VanZandt, 
managing  editor  for  the  center. 

A  promotional  reception  and  display 
celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the  project 
was  held  at  the  Mississippi  State  Capitol 
rotunda  Feb.  26.  CD  compilations  of 
interviews  from  the  Hurricane  Katrina 
Oral  History  Project  and  segments  of  the 
Mississippi  Public  Broadcasting  program 
"Mississippi  Moments"  were  available. 

A  portion  of  the  play  "Tumblin' 
Down"  written  by  Hattiesburg  playwright 
George  Calhoun  and  based  on  oral 
histories  from  the  MOHP,  was  performed 
by  the  Gulfport  student  theater  group 
WINGS  during  the  reception. 

With  the  support  of  funding 
through  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  and  the  Mississippi 
Humanities  Council,  the  center  archives, 
transcribes  and  preserves  these  inter- 
views, while  also  providing  motivation, 


training  and  equipment  for  non-profit 
organizations  who  want  to  initiate  a  com- 
munity oral  history  project. 

"This  project  has  offered  a  treasure  trove 
to  our  local  library  and  the  tapes  became  an 
instant  success,"  said  Beth  Freshour,  who 
worked  with  the  Noxubee  County  Oral 
History  Project.  "We  are  doubly  blessed  now 
because  in  these  years  we've  lost  many  of  the 
interviewees  as  well  as  interviewers.  Their 
knowledge  is  now  preserved  for  posterity." 

Sandra  Miller,  an  interviewer  with  the 
Noxubee  OHP,  said  the  most  rewarding 
thing  was  how  good  interview  subjects 
often  feel  about  someone  taking  an  inter- 
est in  their  story.  Miller  went  on  to  inter- 
view her  family  and  write  an  anecdotal 
genealogy  book. 

Another  community  oral  history  proj- 
ect, the  Claiborne  County  OHP,  resulted 
in  a  play  based  on  the  oral  histories  col- 
lected and  a  booklet/CD  featuring  stories 
of  hunting,  raising,  preserving  and  prepar- 
ing food  in  20th  century  Mississippi. 

Interviews  are  also  incorporated  into 
public  radio  programming,  K-12  curricu- 
lums,  museum  exhibits  and  chautauquas. 
The  center  is  also  in  the  process  of  updat- 
ing its  Web  site  to  include  podcasts. 
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Much  of  fhe  scholarship  support  for  more  than  300  student-athletes,  including  members  of  the  New  Orleans 
Bowl-champion  football  team,  is  funded  by  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  through  the  Eagle  Club. 

Circle  of  Champions  Continues  to  Grow 

Despite  the  tough  economic  times,  many  fans  have  stepped  up  and  supported 
Southern  Miss  through  the  scholarships  that  the  Eagle  Club  provides.  The  premier 
donor  program  for  Southern  Miss  athletics  is  the  Circle  of  Champions.  Membership  in 
the  Circle  of  Champions  is  reserved  for  top-level  annual  contributors  to  Southern  Miss 
athletics.  It  is  comprised  of  an  elite  group  of  individuals  and  businesses  that  have  one 
common  bond— a  love  for  the  Golden  Eagles.  The  newest  members  are  longtime  contribu- 
tors Dorrance  and  Carolyn  Aultman.  They  support  all  facets  of  the  University  and  espe- 
cially athletics,  where  they  can  be  seen  at  nearly  every  sporting  event.  Not  only  are  they 
now  members  of  the  Circle  of  Champions,  but  they  continue  to  help  fund  the  operational 
funding  by  membership  in  all  the  coaches  clubs. 

For  additional  information  on  the  program  please  contact  Dick  Vogel  at  601.266.5299. 


Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic 
Honors  Former  Head  Coach 

The  annual  Golden  Moon  Eagle  Classic  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  to  mingle  with  Golden  Eagle  past  players  and  coaches,  as  well  as 
the  current  Golden  Eagle  coaching  staff.  Numerous  former  and  current  NFL 
players  once  again  took  part  in  this  worthwhile  event,  held  March  27-29. 

This  year,  the  Eagle  Club  hosted  two  socials,  one  on  Friday  night 
featuring  a  performance  by  Madison  Cook  and  a  Saturday  night  celebrity 
event  with  heavy  hors  d'oeuvres,  an  open  bar  and  a  silent  auction  of 
Southern  Miss  memorabilia  and  gift  packages!  All  proceeds  from  the 
auction  and  the  golf  tournament  helped  to  establish  the  [im  Carmody 
Football  Endowment  at  Southern  Miss.  The  tournament  was  spon- 
sored by  the  luxurious  Pearl  River  Resort  and  presented  by  Big  Buck 
Sports.  This  year's  event  featured  two  tournaments  in  one,  a  repeat 
of  last  year's  widely  successful  Blackjack  Tournament  coupled  with  a 
Celebrity  Golf  Tournament. 


Eagl< 


le  Club  Sets 
Lofty  Goals  for  2009 

The  cost  of  providing  scholarship 
support  to  more  than  300  student-athletes 
is  met  by  one  organization,  the  Eagle  Club. 
These  scholarship  costs  now  exceed  S3 
million.  Last  year  the  Eagle  Club  raised 
$2.1  million,  significantly  closing  the  gap 
between  charitable  dollars  raised  and  the 
amount  needed  to  fund  the  scholarships. 

As  nationwide  economic  uncertainty 
threatens  to  stifle  giving,  the  Eagle  Club  is 
hoping  that  the  progress  made  by  our  foot- 
ball program  under  the  leadership  of  Coach 
Larry  Fedora  will  encourage  our  donors  to 
dig  even  deeper  and  help  more  than  ever 
as  volunteers.  One  hundred  percent  of  the 
funds  raised  through  the  Eagle  Club  go 
straight  to  the  University  to  pay  tuition  costs. 

In  an  effort  to  continue  to  grow  despite 
the  harsh  economic  conditions,  the  Eagle 
Club  is  instituting  some  customer-friendly 
innovations.  The  first  is  to  spread  out  the 
costs  of  Eagle  Club  and  season  tickets. 
The  Eagle  Club  is  encouraging  fans  not  to 
wan  until  the  ticket/Eagle  Club  prior- 
ity deadline,  but  to  join  the  Eagle  Club 
now!  Those  customers  joining  early  have 
the  option  of  paying  half  now  and  being 
billed  the  remaining  half  at  the  deadline 
date  which  is  May  1.  In  addition,  those  fans 
taking  advantage  of  this  option  and  ordering 
their  season  tickets  by  the  spring  game,  will 
also  receive  a  premium  gift. 

As  we  move  forward,  the  top  goal 
for  2009  is  membership  expansion.  You 
can  join  the  2009  Eagle  Club  by  calling 
601.266.5299  or  for  additional  informa- 
tion, go  online  to  SouthernMiss.com. 
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Football  Season 
Tickets  on  Sale 

Football  season  tickets  are  now  available 
lor  purchase  through  the  Southern  Miss 
Athletic  Ticket  Office. 

Season  ticket  prices  are  $235  for  premi- 
um seating  (suites,  clubs,  chairbacks),  $200 
for  reserved  sideline,  $165  for  Eagle  Value, 
$155  for  South  End  Zone,  $130  for  Military 
and  Senior  Citizen  (South  End  Zone),  $95 
for  Top  of  the  Rock  and  $235  for  a  Family 
Plan  which  includes  one  adult  and  one  youth 
ticket  in  the  South  End  Zone  ($95  for  each 
additional  youth  ticket  with  this  plan). 

The  priority  deadline  is  May  1. 

The  Pat  Ferlise  Athletic  Ticket  Center 
(West  4th  Street)  is  open  Monday-Friday 
from  8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  while  fans  can  also 
call  L800.844.TICK  (8425)  or  order  online 
at  SouthernMiss.com. 

Britt  Barefoot  celebrates  his  successful  field 
goal  attempt  in  overtime  of  the  New  Orleans  Bowl. 

Jonathan  Massey's  fourth-quarter  touchdown 
catch  helped  spark  a  Golden  Eagle  comeback. 


Golden  Eagles  Finish  2008  on  High  Note, 
Cap  Winning  Streak  With  Bowl  Victory 

Back  in  October,  even  the  most  optimistic  Golden  Eagle  fans  likely  did  not  hold  out 
much  hope  that  a  winning  season  was  possible  in  2008.  A  losing  streak  unlike  Southern 
Miss  football  had  not  seen  in  recent  history  had  been  extended  to  five  games  with  a  loss 
at  Memphis,  and  with  four  games  remaining  on  the  regular  season  schedule  a  quick 
turnaround  did  not  appear  probable. 

However,  a  huge  Homecoming  win  over  UAB  sparked  a  streak  that  included 
victories  at  UCF  and  SMU  and  a  dominating  home  win  over  eventual  Conference 
USA  Champion  East  Carolina.  By  December,  all  that  stood  between  Southern  Miss 
and  a  15th-consecutive  winning  season  was  a  victory  in  the  New  Orleans  Bowl  over 
Troy,  the  Sun  Belt  Conference  champion. 
In  the  end,  the  Golden  Eagles  rallied  for  a  come-from-behind,  30-27  overtime  win 
and  finished  the  season  7-6  in  the  process.  After  Britt  Barefoot  capped  his  career  with  a 
46-yard  field  goal  to  push  the  game  into  an  extra  frame  and  gave  Southern  Miss  the  lead 
with  a  39-yard  kick  in  the  first  overtime,  Michael  McGee  blocked  a  potential  game-tying 
field  goal  attempt  to  seal  the  victory. 

"I  just  can't  say  how  proud  I  am  of  this  whole  football  team,"  Head  Coach  Larry 
Fedora  said.  "They  were  probably  the  only  ones  who  really  believed  we  would  get  it 
done.  They  never  gave  up." 

The  Golden  Eagles  were  forced  to  play  most  of  the  game  without  leading  receiver 
DeAndre  Brown,  who  broke  his  left  leg  on  an  awkward  landing  in  the  end  zone  in  the 
first  quarter.  Brown  underwent  successful  surgery  following  the  game,  and  is  expected 
to  be  able  to  play  again  in  the  fall. 


McRath  Declares  for  NFL  Draft 

Linebacker  Gerald  McRath  has  declared  himself  eligible  for  die  2009  National  Football 
League  Draft  and  will  forgo  his  final  season  of  eligibility. 

McRath,  who  recently  finished  his  junior  season,  was  with  the  program  for  five 
seasons.  He  also  earned  a  pair  of  redshirt  seasons  during  his  time  with  the  program.  The 
additional  redshirt  came  due  to  a  knee  injury  suffered  early  during  the  2005  season. 

Over  his  career,  McRath  tallied  386  career  tackles  (214  solos,  172  assists),  to  go  along 
with  32.5  tackles  for  loss,  eight  sacks,  seven  passes  broken  up,  six  forced  lumbles,  three 
fumble  recoveries  and  one  interception. 

The  Powder  Springs,  Ga.,  native  garnered  numerous  awards  during  his  tenure  with 
the  Golden  Eagles  including  the  2007  Conference  USA  Defensive  Player  of  the  Year  award. 
McRath  was  a  two-time,  first-team  Conference  USA  selection. 

The  draft  is  slated  for  April  25-26  in  New  York  City. 
Gerald  McRath  leaves  Southern  Miss  as  one  of  the  best  Eagles  to  play  on  the  defensive  side  of  the  football. 


Men's  Tennis 
Posts  Solid  Start 

Following  a  strong  start,  the  men's  tennis 
team  is  poised  for  its  best  season  in  recent 
years.  Included  in  an  early  season  winning 
streak  was  a  pair  of  victories  over  ranked 
teams,  No.  65  UNO  and  No.  72  UNLV.  On 
Feb.  20,  the  team  posted  its  fourth  win  in  a 
row,  4-3  over  Troy.  At  that  point,  the  Golden 
Eagles  had  not  lost  a  doubles  point  in  its 
seven  matches,  and  were  5-2  overall. 

In  addition,  freshman  Patricio  Alvarado 
began  the  spring  season  ranked  among  the 
best  in  the  nation  in  singles,  according  to 
the  Intercollegiate  Tennis  Association. 

Alvarado,  who  earned  a  ranking  of  100, 
finished  the  fall  with  a  12-4  record  in  singles 
play.  He  is  one  of  16  players  in  Conference 
USA  who  garnered  a  preseason  ranking. 


Domagoj  Anic  has  helped  the  Golden  Eagles  to  a 
5-2  start  in  2009. 


Eagles  Ink  22  on  National  Signing  Day 

Twenty-two  recruits  inked  scholarships  with  the  Golden  Eagle  football  program 
as  part  of  national  signing  day  on  Feb.  4,  a  class  that  is  being  hailed  as  the  best  in 
Conference  USA  and  among  the  best  for  a  non-bowl  championship  series  team. 

The  class  includes  running  backs  Kendrick  Hardy,  who  was  ranked  among 
the  nation's  best  high  school  ball  carriers,  and  Tracy  Lampley  from  Wayne 
County  High  School.  In  securing  Hardy,  the  Eagles  were  able  to  win  a  battle 
with  Tennessee,  which  made  a  late  push  for  the  Monticello  native. 

"This  class  is  a  special  class,"  Head  Coach  Larry  Fedora  said.  "Speed  was  a 
major  target  for  us;  we  thought  that  was  our  greatest  need.  Each  and  every  player 
can  run.  We  also  had  to  fill  needs  in  the  offensive  line  and  secondary,  which  is 
why  we  went  after  the  guys  we  did." 


Hometown  (Last  School) 

Mobile,  Ala.  (Williamson  HS) 
D'lberville,  Miss.  (D'lberville  HS) 
Collierville,  Tenn.  (Briarcrest  Christian  HS) 
McCall  Creek,  Miss.  (Franklin  County  HS) 
Columbus,  Miss.  (New  Hope  HS) 
Pace,  Fla.  (Pace  HS) 
Monticello,  Miss.  (Lawrence  HS) 
Beaumont,  Miss.  (Perry  Central  HS) 
Piano,  Texas  (Blinn  College) 
Waynesboro,  Miss.  (Wayne  County  HS) 
Purvis,  Miss.  (Pearl  River  CC) 
Madison,  Miss.  (Madison  Central  HS) 
Starkville,  Miss.  (Itawamba  CC) 
Bacliff,  Texas  (Dickinson  HS) 
Monroe,  La.  (East  Miss.  CC) 
Pascagoula,  Miss.  (Miss.  Gulf  Coast  CC) 
McCall  Creek,  Miss.  (Franklin  County  HS) 
Carrollton,  Ga.  (Mt.  Zion  HS) 
Pascagoula,  Miss.  (Pascagoula  HS) 
Mobile,  Ala.  (Faith  Academy) 
New  Orleans,  La.  (O.  Perry  Walker  HS) 
Pearl,  Miss.  (Pearl  HS) 


Ihe  signings  includ< 

a- 

Player 

Pos 

Hgt 

Wgt 

CI 

Mujahid  Assad 

WR 

6-1 

184 

Fr. 

Jacoby  Bell 

ATH 

6-3 

210 

Fr. 

Chris  Campbell 

QB 

6-2 

180 

Fr. 

Jamie  Collins 

ATH 

6-3 

210 

Fr. 

Jonathan  Guerry 

OL 

6-4 

290 

Fr. 

Ryan  Hanks 

TE 

6-5 

235 

Fr. 

Kendrick  Hardy 

RB 

6-0 

200 

Fr. 

Jerrion  Johnson 

DB 

6-1 

195 

Fr. 

Justin  Jordan 

WR 

5-11 

190 

Jr. 

Tracy  Lampley 

RB 

5-9 

170 

Fr. 

Hendrick  Leverette 

LB 

6-1 

225 

Jr. 

Will  Martin 

LB 

6-0 

201 

Fr. 

Trevor  Newsom 

OL 

6-8 

290 

Jr. 

Ed  Preston 

OL 

6-4 

287 

Fr. 

David  Rue 

TE 

6-5 

260 

Jr. 

Ben  Schoenberge 

-OL 

6-5 

290 

Jr. 

Alex  Smith 

DB 

5-11 

175 

Fr. 

Octavius  Thomas 

DE 

6-3 

230 

Fr. 

Martez  Thompsor 

DB 

6-1 

180 

Fr. 

Gerald  West 

DB 

5-11 

175 

Fr. 

Deron  Wilson 

DB 

5-10 

167 

Fr. 

Nathaniel  Worrell 

OL 

6-5 

265 

Fr. 
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(finr)  ATHLETIC  news) 

Track  and  Field 
Teams  Wrap  up 
Indoor  Seasons 

The  men's  and  women's  track  and 
field  teams  finished  seventh  and  eighth, 
respectively,  at  the  Conference  USA 
Indoor  Championships,  held  in  March 
at  Houston. 

On  the  women's  side,  Suesanna 
Williams  picked  up  an  individual  confer- 
ence championship,  winning  the  weight 
throw  title  with  a  toss  of  17.16  meters 
(56-3.75  leet).  Also  posting  fine  perfor- 
mances lor  the  women's  team  were:  Ashley 
May,  second  in  the  triple  jump  with  a  leap 
of  12.64  meters  (41-5.75  feet)  and  filth  m 
the  long  jump  with  a  mark  of  5.86  meters 
(19-2.75  feet);  Ton  Bowie,  third  in  the  long 
jump  with  a  leap  of  5.91  meters  (19-4.75 
feet)  and  fifth  in  the  200  meters  (24.72 
seconds);  and  Chastity  Riggien,  fifth  in  the 
60  meter  dash  (7.54  seconds). 

On  the  men's  side,  Leonard 
McLeggon  posted  top  seven  perfor- 
mances in  three  different  events  for  the 
Eagles.  McLeggon  finished  second  in 
the  heptathlon  with  5,104  points,  fifth 
in  the  high  jump  with  a  leap  of  1.94 
meters  (6-4.25  feet)  and  seventh  in  the 
long  jump  with  a  mark  of  6.89  meters 
(22-7.25  feet).  Mario  Spann  finished 
fourth  m  the  60-meter  dash  with  a  time 
of  6.94  seconds  and  followed  that  per- 
formance with  a  fifth-place  finish  in  the 
200  meters  with  a  time  of  22.17.  Vincent 
Tanui  placed  fourth  in  the  3,000  meters 
with  a  time  of  8  minutes,  36.43  seconds. 
Myreon  Sartin  placed  second  in  the  high 
jump  with  a  leap  of  1.99  meters  (6-6.25 
feet).  Aaron  Ammons  placed  third  in 
the  shot  with  a  throw  of  15.76  meters 
(51-8.50  feet)  and  placed  eighth  in  the 
weight  throw  with  a  throw  of  16.35 
meters  (53-7.75  feet).  The  men's  4x400- 
meter  relay  team  ran  a  time  of  3:23.48 
and  placed  fifth. 

The  Golden  Eagle  track  and  field 
teams  participate  in  the  outdoor  sea- 
son throughout  the  spring.  Southern 
Miss  will  host  a  meet  April  25  at  the 
USM  Soccer  and  Track  Complex.  The 
Conference  USA  Outdoor  Championships 
will  be  held  May  14-16  at  Tulsa. 


Suesanna  Williams  won  the  weight  throw  competition  at  the  Conference  USA  Indoor  Meet. 

EagleFest  Weekend  to  be  Held  April  17-18 

EagleFest  weekend,  featuring  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  and  the  Black  and  Gold 
Spring  Football  Game  will  be  held  April  17-19  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

On  Friday,  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  swings  for  the  fences  in  game  one  of  a 
three-game  series  with  UAB.  First  pitch  is  set  for  6:30  p.m.  On  Saturday,  the  Lady  Eagle 
softball  team  hosts  UTEP  in  a  doubleheader,  with  the  first  game  scheduled  for  1  p.m.; 
the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  will  again  host  the  Blazers,  beginning  at  2  p.m.,  and  that 
contest  will  be  followed  by  the  Black  and  Gold  Spring  Game  at  6  p.m.  On  Sunday,  both 
the  softball  and  baseball  teams  conclude  Conference  USA  series,  with  the  first  pitches 
scheduled  for  noon  and  1  p.m.,  respectively. 

Eagle  Fest  is  an  annual  event  held  each  spring  as  a 
second  homecoming  for  past,  present  and  potential  Golden 
Eagles  alike.  Student  representatives  are  on  hand  to  intro- 
duce their  organizations  to  prospective  students  and  their 
parents.  Tours  of  the  campus  are  also  given. 

For  ticket  information,  visit  SouthernMissTickets.com 
or  call  1.800.844T1CK  or  601.266.5418. 
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Golden  Eagle  Athletics 
Re-launches  SouthernMiss.com 


placement  of  all  current  news  stories  on  the 
top  portion  of  the  page  for  easier  viewing. 
The  site  now  includes  a  ticker  at  the 
top  of  the  front  page,  as  well  as  a  new 
scoreboard  feature  that  resides  at  the  top 
right  of  the  front  page. 


The  official  Web  site  of  Golden  Eagle 
athletics,  SouthernMiss.com,  underwent  a 
transformation  in  February,  as  the  school 
unveiled  the  site's  new  look. 

"Our  goal  was  to  make  this  a  more 
user-friendly  site,"  said  Jack  Duggan, 
Assistant  Director  of  Athletics  for  Media 
Relations.  "Our  biggest  mission  was  to 
streamline  the  look  of  the  pages  as  well 
as  make  the  design  more  fan-friendly, 
and  it  is  in  my  opinion  that  we  accom- 
plished that.  We  hope  that  Southern  Miss 
fans  will  enjoy  the  new-look  website  at 
SouthernMiss.com." 

Some  of  the  changes  include  a  new 
font  for  better  page  viewing  as  well  as  the 

Lady  Eagles  Just  Miss 
Conference  Championship 

Only  a  heartbreaking  77-74  overtime  loss  to  Memphis  on  the  final  day  of  the  regular 
season  kept  the  Lady  Eagle  basketball  team  from  a  Conference  USA  regular  season  cham- 
pionship. With  the  defeat,  Southern  Miss,  which  finished  the  regular  season  at  18-11 
and  11-5  in  the  conference,  missed  an  opportunity  to  share  the  title  with  SMU,  a  team  the 
Lady  Eagles  defeated,  75-65,  in  Hattiesburg  on  Feb  5. 

Nevertheless,  Southern  Miss  entered  the  conference  tournament,  held  March  5-8  at 
Tulane,  as  the  No.  3  seed.  Pauline  Love,  who  averaged  a  double-double  (15.8  points,  10.5 
rebounds  per  game),  was  named  to  the  All- Conference  USA  First  Team,  while  Stephanie 
Helgeson  (11.1  ppg,  6.9  rpg)  was  selected  to  the  third  team. 

While  the  women's  team  awaited  its  postseason  fate,  through  the  closing  the  weeks 
of  the  regular  season  the  men's  team  had  not  experienced  the  level  of  success  antici- 
pated during  the  preseason.  Entering  the  final  two  games  prior  to  the  Conference  USA 
Tournament,  the  team  had  posted  a  14-14  overall  mark  (4-10  in  Conference  USA)  and 

had  lost  eight  ol  its  last  nine  games. 

Despite  the  disappointing  overall 
mark,  seniors  Courtney  Beasley  and  Craig 
Craft  were  finishing  their  final  colle- 
giate seasons  with  strong  play.  Beasley 
ranked  among  the  conference  leaders 
in  points  (13th  at  14.3  points  per  game) 
and  rebounds  (ninth  at  6.9  rebounds  per 
game).   Cratt  also  scored  in  double  figures 
(10.9  points  per  game)  and  chipped  in  5.6 
rebounds  per  game. 

Junior  Jeremy  Wise  continued  to  lead 
the  Golden  Eagles  in  scoring  at  15.9  points 
per  game.  They  concluded  their  season  in 
the  Conference  USA  Tournament,  held  in 
Memphis. 

Junior  Pauline  Love  was  named  to  the  All- 
Conference  USA  First  Team  for  the  second  time. 


By  the 

NUMBERS 


/The  number  of  "years  junior  Pauline 
Love  has  been  named  to  the 
All-Gonference  USA  First  Team  ' 
women's  basketball  squad. 


2.48 

The  number, of  blocks  per  game 
averaged  by  Lady  Eagle  center 
Stephanie  Helgeson  aWing  the 
regular  season— a  Conference 
'    USA-leading  mark.- 


■  The  numoer  of-care^r  hits  entering;    i 

2009  by ^  shortstop  Brian  Dozier,- 
the  active  4eader  at' Southern  Miss. 


.-1 
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The  n'umber  of  hits  byTrey  Sutton, 

the  most  ever  for  a  career  at 

Southern  Miss. 


The  batting  average  of  softball 

outfielder  Megan  Hill,  a  Preseason 

All-Conference  USA  pick,  through 

thelady  Eagles'  first  19  games  of 

2009. 
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he  Southern  Miss  baseball  program  has  been  one  of  the 
nation's  most  consistent  over  the  past  half-dozen  years. 
Under  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer,  the  Golden  Eagles'  ac- 
tive streak  of  six  consecutive  NCAA  Regional  appearances  is 
currently  the  12th  longest  in  the  nation.  Coming  off  of  a  42-22 
record  in  2008,  the  Golden  Eagles  were  18-9  at  the  midpoint 
of  the  season,  including  a  4-2  mark  in  Conference  USA. 


While  consistency  has  defined  the  program  over  much  of  the  past  decade,  it  has  been 
inconsistency  that  has  concerned  the  veteran  coach.  Southern  Miss  began  the  season  with 
seven  straight  wins  in  dominating  fashion,  then  hit  a  lull,  but  look  a  five-game  winning  streak 
(all  on  the  road)  into  a  Conference  USA  series  with  Marshall  on  the  first  weekend  of  April. 

One  reason  for  the  inconsistency  has  been  injuries.  Both  Bo  Davis  and  James  Ewing, 
two  of  the  Golden  Eagles'  core  group  of  seniors  in  the  field  and  at  the  plate,  missed 
time  following  minor  knee  surgeries.  Along  with  Brian  Dozier,  the  duo  is  the  heart  of 
the  Southern  Miss  lineup,  and  when  all  three  are  healthy  the  Golden  Eagles  are  capable 
of  outstanding  offensive  performances.  Take  for  instance  the  school-record  26  runs 
Southern  Miss  scored  at  UCF  in  a  seven-inning  contest  in  late  March.  In  that  game, 
Dozier  had  a  remarkable  five-RBI  inning  when  he  singled-m  a  run  and  hit  a  grand  slam 
later  in  the  same  frame  after  the  Golden  Eagles  had  batted  around  the  order.  Together, 
the  trio  combined  for  10  hits,  10  runs  scored  and  11  RBI,  and  that  was  just  the  first 
game  of  a  doubleheader  that  day.  In  game  two,  a  19-1  Southern  Miss  win,  they  com- 
bined for  a  mere  six  hits,  eight  runs  and  eight  RBI. 

Another  reason  for  the  inconsistency  was  an  early-season  schedule  that  exceeded  in 
difficulty  any  in  Southern  Miss  baseball  history.  Series  against  Rice  and  Cal.  St.  Fullerton, 
which  has  spent  time  atop  the  collegiate  baseball  polls,  resulted  in  five  of  the  Golden 
Eagles'  nine  defeats.  That  the  series  coincided  with  key  Southern  Miss  injuries  did  not 
make  the  contests  any  easier. 

However,  just  as  at  the  plate,  the  Golden  Eagles  appeared  to  be  regaining  their  form  on 
the  mound  in  early  April.  Todd  Mclnnis,  who  began  the  season  as  the  team's  No.  1  starter, 
lost  his  slot  on  the  weekend  rotation  temporarily,  but  regained  it  after  pitching  well  during 
midweek  contests,  including  a  victory  over  Mississippi  State  at  Trustmark  Park  in  Pearl. 
Junior  college  transfer  Kyle  Lindsey,  another  weekend  starter,  suffered  a  temporary  setback 
with  a  blister  on  his  pitching  hand,  but  appeared  to  be  throwing  the  ball  well  in  the  26-9 
victory  over  UCF.  Perhaps  the  most  consistent  hurler  has  been  J.R.  Ballinger,  who  has 
solidified  a  spot  as  the  Friday  night  starter. 

While  predicting  Golden  Eagle  performances  through  27  games  has  been  difficult, 
one  thing  is  for  sure — Southern  Miss  has  an  opportunity  for  another  outstanding  season. 
Including  the  Marshall  series,  the  Golden  Eagles  had  six  Conference  USA-series  remain- 
ing, and  the  conference  tournament  will  be  held  at  Pete  Taylor  Park,  beginning  on  May 
20.  Also  of  note,  the  remaining  Southern  Miss  schedule  includes  a  pair  of  games  with  Ole 
Miss,  a  home  series  against  Tulane,  and  a  rematch  with  Mississippi  State  in  Starkville. 

Right:  Southern  Miss  expects  to  make  another 
run  to  the  postseason  now  that  the  middle  of  the 
Golden  Eagle  infield  is  back  together  again.  A 
knee  injury  had  sidelined  second  baseman  James 
Ewing  for  much  of  the  month  of  March. 

Far  Right:  Todd  Mclnnis  regained  his  spot  as  a 
weekend  starter  following  a  midweek  win  over 
Mississippi  State. 


Below:  While  the  speedy  Bo  Davis  has  always 
been  a  threat  to  reach  base  by  bunt  single   he  has 
also  shown  an  ability  to  hit  the  long  ball  in  2009. 
leading  Southern  Miss  with  eight  home  runs 
27  team  games. 


oftball  Seeing  Improvements 

At  midseason,  the  Lady  Eagle  softball  team  was  playing  its  best  ball  in 
recent  years.  Entering  an  early  April  series  at  UCF,  Southern  Miss  had  won 
three  straight  Conference  USA  series,  and  had  posted  a  7-3  record  over  its 
last  10  games  in  March. 

At  the  plate,  a  pair  of  sisters  has  led  the  way.  Outfielder  Megan  Hill  leads 
the  squad  in  batting  average  at  .421  to  go  along  with  seven  home  runs,  13  doubles  and 
33  RBI.  Megan's  younger  sibling  Courtney,  a  second  baseman  Courtney  Hill  has  notched 
a  .333  batting  average  with  four  doubles  and  four  triples  and  18  RBI.  In  addition,  senior 
Kristen  Pilgrim  upped  her  batting  average  to  .359  with  seven  home  runs  and  28  RBI  after 
hitting  her  first  grand  slam  of  her  career  against  Memphis. 

Four  Golden  Eagles  have  posted  a  3.21  earned  run  average  as  a  staff,  with  freshman 
Courtney  Ramos  (9-7)  leading  the  way  with  a  2.43  ERA  and  a  team-best  80  strikeouts 
in  98.0  innings  worked.  Senior  Samantha  Davis  owns  a  3.03  ERA  and  a  record  of  8-6, 
having  won  her  last  five  outings.  Entering  an  early-April  weekend  series  with  UCF,  the 

Lady  Eagles  (7-5  in  Conference  USA  to 
that  point)  had  four  league  series  remain- 
ing on  the  schedule.  The  Conference 
USA  Tournament  will  be  held  in  El  Paso, 
beginning  on  May  7.  H3 


Top:  Megan  Hill  led  the  Lady  Eagles  with  a  .421 
average  through  an  18-16-1  start  to  the  season. 

Far  left:  Samantha  Davis  had  won  her  last  five 
outings  for  Lady  Eagles  entering  April. 

Left:  Senior  catcher  Kristen  Pilgrim  had  seven  home 
runs,  including  a  grand  slam,  and  28  RBI  entering  April. 


Stay  connected 

to  your  favorite 
Southern  Miss  sports, 


Q  tWlJm-.-f>S<t<*'«*,**'Min  t0 


I  Eagles  outlast  Cougars 


CLAsstmos  custom  Wgg 

ASWTCAN 


. .dJilMIl!  ^  s^Tv 


..MUMMMUMW"""" 


.ll.iM  w"W45«"E»S»im 


Tips  For  Mum*  mi*"***"  "•;.",,  „q,„„»u.,  ei*»»,     SB* 

Fixing  Hair  mw^wotmi*""""1™"    ;„„«„„«,.«.       lit*!    i 


OK  (» 


4  HATTIESBURG— ^S  ^ 

v4merican 

hattiesburgamerican  „m, 


36 


mM 


Don't  sit  on  the  sideline... 

get  into  the  game  with  the 
get  READY  girls'  jersey  mesh  bag! 


at's  your  color? 
getREADYgirls.com 


OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

1 1516  Lamey  Bridge  Rd,  Ste.  D 

D'lberville,  Mississippi  39540 

P  228.3927007  www.sportsshack.org 
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In  the  late  1930s,  John  Steinbeck  penned  his  famous  novel  Of 
Mice  and  Men,  in  which  he  tells  the  story  of  an  accident  that  pre- 
vents main  characters  Lennie  and  George  from  achieving  their 
dreams  to  live  off  the  fat  of  the  land.  Set  in  trying  economic 
times,  it  is  a  story  that  still  resonates  some  70  years  later. 
But  do  the  best-laid  plans  of  mice  and  men  always  go  awry? 
Certainly  not — just  ask  CEC  Entertainment,  Inc.,  President  and  CEO  Mike 
Magusiak.  Today,  with  the  help  of  a  mouse  named  Chuck,  Magusiak  is  writing 
his  own  story,  and  the  Southern  Miss  alumnus'  plans  for  Chuck  E.  Cheese's  restau- 
rants across  the  country  are  turning  out  to  be  a  success. 

As  CEO  and  president,  Mike  Magusiak's  job  could  be  considered  challenging.  Without 
making  light  of  the  task  he  faces — how  to  effectively  operate  an  entertainment  company  during 
an  economic  recession — his  strategy  for  success  is  simple. 

"You  have  to  determine  how  you  are  going  to  measure  success,"  Magusiak  said.  "In 
our  case,  we  made  a  decision  to  have  the  best  entertainment/restaurant  company  in  the 
country.  You're  going  to  have  great  years  and  you're  going  to  have  not  so  great  years.  You 
have  to  look  at  success  over  a  long  period  of  time."  The  CEO  notes  that  shareholders  have 
been  richly  rewarded  over  the  20  years  the  company  has  been  publicly  traded,  with  the 
stock  price  increasing  at  an  annual  compound  growth  rate  ol  19.9  percent  per  year  since 
January  1989. 
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Texas,  Chuck  E.^ 


*f  I  LOOK  BACK  AT  MY  TIME  AT 

SOUTHERN  MISS  AND  I  WAS  NOT  A 

GREAT  STUDENT,  BUT  IT  WAS  DURING 

THAT  PERIOD  THAT  I  MADE  A  DECISION 

TO  HAVE  A  VISION  FOR  MY  LIFE." 

MIKE  MAGUSIAK, 
CEO  AND  PRESIDENT,  CHUCK  E.  CHEESE'S 


CECk 

July  C) 
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The  CEO  says  that  the  company's  success  is  the  result  of  the  work 
of  quality  people.  "The  general  managers  at  our  500  stores  have  been 
with  us  for  an  average  of  nine  years;  that's  almost  unheard  of  in  the  res- 
taurant business,"  he  said.  "We  have  several  executives  who  have  been 
with  us  more  than  20  years.  Sure,  part  of  that  (the  lengthy  tenures)  is 
compensation,  but  more  than  anything  else  it  is  shared  values.  Our 
core  values  focus  on  people.  We  believe  in  the  inherent  worth  of  an  in- 
dividual; our  greatest  asset  is  people.  We  demand  integrity;  teamwork 
is  essential,  and  we  have  fun  playing  on  a  great  team.  In  business,  you 
will  have  ups  and  downs,  but  it  is  amazing  what  you  can  accomplish 
with  great  people  who  have  shared  values." 

One  of  those  values  is  hard  work,  a  commitment  to  which  he  devel- 
oped in  large  part  during  his  time  at  Southern  Miss  some  30  years  ago. 

"It  was  hard  work,  but  it  was  a  great  four  years,"  Magusiak  said.  "I 
enjoyed  the  people  1  met,  and  I  received  a  solid  education.  I  look  back  at 
my  time  at  Southern  Miss  and  I  was  not  a  great  student,  but  it  was  during 
that  period  that  I  made  a  decision  to  have  a  vision  for  my  life.  Over  the 
years  that  vision  has  become  very  clear — No.  1  is  Jesus  Christ,  No.  2  is 
family,  No.  3  is  business.  I  strive  to  get  close  to  Jesus  and  to  positively 
impact  people's  lives." 

Today,  Magusiak  lives  in  Colleyville,  Texas.  He  and  his  wife  Wendy 
have  three  children:  Jason,  20;  Matthew,  19;  and  Nicholas,  13,  each  of 
whom  "grew  up  on  Chuck  E.  Cheese." 

Magusiak's  advice  for  his  sons  mirrors  that  of  what  he  would  tell 
the  students  in  a  Southern  Miss  business  classroom.  "You  must  have 

a  clear  vision  of  what  you  want  to  achieve  in  your  life,  and  then 

passionately  pursue  your  dreams  with  incredibly  hard  work.  Strive 

for  continual  improvement;  believe  in  yourself  especially  in  dif- 
ficult circumstances  and  never  give  up!" 

And  occasionally  that  may  mean  you  become  so  close  to  your 

work  that  if  you're  Mike  Magusiak,  you  become  Chuck  E.  Cheese, 

if  only  for  a  few  hours. 

"Every  Halloween  my  wife  would  take  the  kids  trick-or-treating 

and  I  would  go  into  the  house  and  put  on  the  Chuck  E.  Cheese 

costume,"  Magusiak  recalled.  "I've  never  played  Santa  Claus,  but  1 

imagine  that  is  about  how  it  feels.  Kids  would  come  from  all  over 

the  block  to  hug  me." 

While  he  currently  resides  near  CEC's  headquarters  in  Texas, 
Magusiak  grew  up  in  Ohio,  and  came  to  Southern  Miss  after  his 
father  accepted  a  job  transfer  to  Mississippi. 

"I  grew  up  in  Warren,  Ohio,  and  when  I  came  to  college  at  Southern 
Miss  I  didn't  know  a  soul,"  he  said.  "My  dad  worked  for  a  subsidiary  of 
General  Motors,  which  had  a  plant  in  Clinton;  we  moved  a  month  after  I 
graduated  high  school.  I  visited  Southern  Miss  and  fell  in  love." 

Magusiak  quickly  found  a  place  in  Hattiesburg  as  a  member  of 
Sigma  Nu  Fraternity  and  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team,  where  one  of 
his  teammates  was  current  head  coach  Corky  Palmer,  who  was  a  senior 
at  the  same  time  Magusiak  was  a  freshman. 

"The  first  people  I  met  were  on  the  baseball  team,  and  I  walked- 
on  and  made  the  team  as  a  freshman,"  said  Magusiak,  who  quickly 
added  he  did  not  see  the  field  often.  "What  impressed  me  most  about 
Southern  Miss  was  how  warm  and  friendly  the  people  were.  It  was  a 
brand  new  experience  for  me." 

As  a  student,  Magusiak  majored  in  accounting  and  worked  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  Hattiesburg.  One  month  prior  to  his  graduation,  the 
corporate  office  sent  auditors  to  the  location  on  Highway  49  for  a 
routine  check,  and  Magusiak  was  intrigued.  "I  said  I  want  to  do  that," 
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he  recalled.  He  successfully  pursued  a  position  as  an  auditor,  and  circled  the  globe  for  four 
years,  even  meeting  his  wife  Wendy  during  his  travels.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  new  couple 
decided  to  settle  down  in  San  Antonio,  and  Mike  took  a  position  with  Church's  Fried 
Chicken,  Inc.,  where  he  stayed  as  an  assistant  controller  for  five  years  before  joining  CEC. 

"I  didn't  have  kids  at  the  time,  and  as  preparation  for  an  interview  I  visited  a  Chuck 
E.  Cheese's  and  loved  it,"  Magusiak  said.  "Unfortunately,  at  tire  tunc  the  concept  was  in 
essence  bankrupt.  They  literally  didn't  have  enough  money  to  pay  the  bills."  Today,  how- 
ever, CEC  is  thriving,  with  approximately  500  stores  in  48  states.  During  2008,  despite 
a  difficult  economic  environment,  the  company  had  an  excellent  year.  Comparable  store 
sales  increased  2.3  percent  resulting  in  $815  million  in  unal  revenue  and  $56  million  in 
net  income.  Earnings  per  share  increased  35  percent. 

In  June  1987,  Magusiak  began  with  his  new  company  as  vice  president/controller  and 
quickly  moved  up  the  ranks.  One  year  later,  he  was  executive  vice  president,  chief  finan- 
cial officer  and  director.  In  June  1994,  he  added  the  title  ol  president,  and  in  December  ol 
last  year  replaced  Dick  Frank,  who  remained  with  the  company  as  chairman,  as  CEO. 

As  CEO,  Magusiak  is  not  counting 
on  CEC's  plans  changing  much.  "1  plan 
to  continue  to  foster  the  company's 
core  values,  enhance  our  sales  culture 
and  expand  the  concept  worldwide," 
he  said.  The  company  went  public  in 
January  1989,  and  is  now  traded  on 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 

"We  have  built  an  outstanding 
team  of  talented  and  dedicated  indi- 
viduals that  have  positioned  Chuck  E. 
Cheese's  as  the  market  leader  in  family 
entertainment  and  dining.  I  look  for- 
ward to  continuing  to  work  with  Dick 
and  our  executive  team  in  growing 
and  evolving  our  concept  and  creating 
long-term  shareholder  value."  SB 


Mike  and    „  w,     Wendy  have  fhrge  ^ 

iNcUa;  M'bk  «**»  b°*g,  Ploying  golf  with 
Matthew  and  watching  Jason  and  Nicholas  play  hockey. 


mike  magusiak:  a  brief  bio 

Age:  52 

Residence:  Colleyville,  Texas 
Family:  wile — Wendy;  sons — Jason, 
Matthew  and  Nicholas 

EDUCATIONAL  BACKGROUND 

Bachelor's  Degree — The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  1978 
Certified  Public  Accountant,  1980 
Masters  in  Business  Administration — 

University  of  Texas  at  San  Antonio,  1987 


EMPLOYMENT  HISTORY 

CEC  Entertainment 

CEO/President/Director      Dec.  2008  to  Present 
President/Director  June  1994  to  Dec.  2008 

Exec.  VP/CFO/Director  June  1988  to  June  1994 
VP/Controller  [une  1987  to  June  1988 

Church's  Fried  Chicken 

Assistant  Controller — 

Financial  Accounting     June  1982  to  June  1987 
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Holiday  Inns  Inc. 

Senior  Auditor 


June  1978  to  June  1982 


Irving,  Texas 

WEB  SITE 

www.chuckecheese.com 


Chuck  E.  Cheese's  traces  its 
origins  back  to  1977,  and  in  1984 
it  merged  with  ShowBiz  to  create 
ShowBiz  Pizza  Time,  Inc.  In  1992, 
all  restaurants  assumed  the  name 
of  Chuck  E.  Cheese's  Pizza.  In 
1998,  ShowBiz  changed  its  name 
to  CEC  Entertainment,  Inc.  Two 
years  later,  CEC  opened  its  300th 
location.  It  now  operates  nearly 
500  locations  in  48  states. 

MISSISSIPPI 
LOCATIONS 

GULFPORT 

15082  Crossroads  Parkway 


1000  Turtle  Creek  Drive 


HORN  LAKE 

7178  DeSoto  Cove 


5465  Interstate  55  North 


4383  Mall  Drive 
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Southern  Miss  alumni  Randy  "Bubba"  Pierce 
'87,  '92  and  Jim  Kitchens  '64  were  sworn  in 
as  two  of  Mississippi's  newest  Supreme  Court 
justices  on  January  5. 


(and  Gold) 


Alumni  Continue  Southern  Miss  Tradition  on  Mississippi  Court 

In  2009,  the  big  gold  is  continuing  its  tradition  in  judges'  black  at  the  Carroll 
Gartin  Justice  Building  in  Jackson.  On  Jan.  5,  Southern  Miss  alumni  Jim  Kitchens 
'64  and  Randy  "Bubba"  Pierce  '87,  '92  were  sworn  in  as  two  of  Mississippi's 
newest  Supreme  Court  justices.  While  they  entered  the  court  together,  following 
successful  election  in  2008,  their  paths  to  the  highest  judicial  post  in  Mississippi 
were  different.  Kitchens,  65,  is  a  former  district  attorney  from  Crystal  Springs, 
while  Pierce,  44,  is  a  former  legislator  and  chancery  court  judge  from  Leakesville. 
Today,  they  are  part  of  the  group  of  nine  men  and  women  who  form  the  court  of 
last  resort  in  Mississippi. 

Spring  2009 


43 


A  Life-Changing  Event 

Jim  Kitchens,  who  successfully  pur- 
sued a  law  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  following  his  graduation  from 
Southern  Miss,  was  first  elected  as  a  dis- 
trict attorney  for  what  was  then  the  14th 
Circuit  Court  District  in  1971.  He  served 
m  that  role  for  nearly  10  years  as  his  fam- 
ily expanded  significantly — he  and  wife 
Mary  welcomed  four  new  children  to  the 
family  during  the  decade — and  medical 
bills  mounted  after  his  young  son,  Dan, 
was  diagnosed  with  cancer.  "Truth  is  I'd 
still  be  there  if  not  for  that  life-changing 
event,"  he  said.  "We  learned  a  lot  about 
prayer;  we  learned  that  it  works." 

For  the  next  eight  years,  Kitchens 
operated  a  private  practice  in  Hazlehurst 
along  with  Lamar  Pickard,  currently  a 
judge  for  the  Mississippi  22th  Circuit 
District.  In  1989,  Kitchens  moved  his 
office  to  Jackson. 

He  is  perhaps  best  known  for  suc- 
cessfully litigating  an  heirship  paternity 
proceeding  on  behalf  of  the  only  child  of 
blues  legend  Robert  Johnson  in  1998,  more 
than  60  years  after  the  musicians  death. 

To  gain  his  seat  on  the  court,  Kitchens 
successfully  defeated  incumbent  Chief 


"I  thought  it  was  something  I  could  help  leave 

better  than  I  found  it.  I'm  65  years  old,  but  I 

don't  want  to  retire;  I  love  the  legal  profession." 


Justice  Jim  Smith,  who  is  also  a  Southern 
Miss  alumnus. 

"I'd  held  the  Supreme  Court  in  high 
esteem  since  the  time  I  was  a  law  student," 
Kitchens  said,  noting  that  in  recent  years 
he  began  to  question  that  lofty  opinion, 
providing  the  impetus  for  his  campaign. 
"I  thought  it  was  something  I  could  help 
leave  better  than  I  found  it.  I'm  65  years 
old,  but  I  don't  want  to  retire;  I  love  the 
legal  profession." 

While  Kitchens'  election  to  the  court 
was  perhaps  the  biggest  judicial  election 
story  of  2008  in  Mississippi,  his  Southern 
Miss  story  is  no  less  interesting.  As  a 
young  man  he  suffered  from  an  array 
of  allergies,  but  noticed  when  he  was  in 
Hattiesburg  (his  father  was  stationed  at 


Camp  Shelby  for  a  time  during  World  War 
II)  the  allergies  ceased.  Kitchens  graduated 
from  Southern  Miss  in  three  years.  At  one 
point,  he  lived  in  West  Stadium.  Among 
Kitchens'  roommates  were  two  brothers, 
Ronnie  and  Sam  Davis,  who  would  go  on 
to  become  an  economics  professor  at  the 
University  of  New  Orleans  and  the  dean 
of  the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of 
Law,  respectively.  Kitchens  was  a  political 
science  major  who  minored  in  history. 

One  of  the  teachers  he  especially 
recalled  was  English  professor  Dr.  Wilbur 
Stout.  "Every  day  he  had  us  write  some- 
thing. Many  of  the  students  dreaded  the 
daily  writing  assignments.  I  loved  to  write. 
That  helped  prepare  me  for  my  present 
job,"  Kitchens  said. 


Although  he  is  the  head  of  a  Southern 
Miss  family  today  (all  five  of  his  children 
attended  the  institution)  he  traces  his 
Golden  Eagle  roots  back  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  institution  now  known  as  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Mary's 
mother  is  a  graduate  of  Southern  Miss, 
and  Jim  had  a  great  aunt  who  was  among 
the  first  students  at  Mississippi  Normal 
College  nearly  a  century  ago.  H 
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No  Stranger  to  Jackson 

Randy  "Bubba"  Pierce,  a  former  chan- 
cery judge,  is  also  no  stranger  to  Jackson; 
however,  his  state  government  experience 
began  at  the  state  Capitol  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  Pierce  '87, 
'92  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with 
an  accounting  degree  in  just  over  three 
years,  and  later  earned  an  MBA,  complet- 
ing those  studies  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus. 
The  certified  public  accountant  then 
went  on  to  the  University  of  Mississippi 
School  of  Law.  In  1997,  he  began  a  private 
law  practice  in  Greene  County,  and  was 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1999.  As  a  legislator.  Pierce  served  as 
chair  of  the  House  Education  Committee. 
In  2005,  he  was  appointed  to  his  chancery 
judge  post  for  Greene,  George  and  Jackson 
counties  by  Governor  Haley  Barbour.  He 
won  election  to  the  state's  highest  court  by 
defeating  incumbent  justice  Oliver  Diaz  Jr. 
and  Gulfport  attorney  Paul  M.  Newton  Jr. 
Pierce  resides  in  Leakesville  with  his  wife 
of  more  than  26  years,  Gayla.  They  have 
three  children  and  three  grandchildren. 

Pierce's  experience  as  a  chancery  judge 
will  serve  him  well,  he  suggests.  "Seventy- 
five  percent  of  the  cases  in  chancery  court 


"Frankly  I  wouldn't  be  where  I 

am  today  without  the  educational 

experiences  I  had/' 


deal  with  family  issues.  Often  a  chancery 
judge  is  entrusted  with  protecting  the  best 
interest  of  children.  You  see  the  nervousness 
and  fear  on  their  faces;  it  is  a  tremendous 
responsibility  and  privilege  to  make  those 
tough  decisions.  Those  experiences  made 
me  a  better  person.  You  see  that  the  names 
on  the  paper  are  living,  breathing  people." 

Like  Kitchens,  Pierce  values  his 
Southern  Miss  experience;  in  fact,  the 
theme  of  Pierce's  investiture  ceremony 
was  education.  During  the  ceremony, 
University  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders 
was  among  those  who  addressed  the 
crowd,  while  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Phil  Bryant  served 
as  keynote  speaker. 

"Frankly  1  wouldn't  be  where  1  am 


today  without  the  education  experiences 
I  had,"  Pierce  said.  "I  was  blessed  to  have 
Dr.  Saunders  attend  the  ceremony." 

Pierce  made  the  decision  to  come  to 
pursue  a  college  degree  after  working 
off-shore  and  other  labor  intensive  jobs;  he 
In  si  attended  Jones  County  Junior  College 
and  came  to  Southern  Miss  in  1985.  In 
Hattiesburg,  he  and  Gayla  Lived  m  the 
University's  Pine  Haven  Family  Housing 
Complex.  Randy  excelled  as  a  student, 
applying  the  work  ethic  he  learned  from  his 
parents — his  lather  worked  in  a  Gulf  Coast 
shipyard,  his  mother  m  a  sewing  factory — 
and  putting  it  to  use  in  the  classroom 

Today,  Pierce,  who  calls  himself  a  jealous 
protector  ol  the  division  ol  the  three  branches 
of  government,  and  says  Mississippians  w  ant 


judges  who  are  even-handed. 

"1  was  able  to  represent  the  people  I 
grew  up  with  and  advocate  their  positions 
in  the  state  Capitol;  it  was  a  privilege." 
Pierce  said.  "Then  to  go  from  the  legisla- 
ture, where  laws  are  made.  1  became  an 
interpreter  ol  the  law  as  a  chancery  judge. 
More  than  anything  1  heard  from  voters 
during  the  election  process  was  that  they 
wanted  judges  who  apply  the  law  fairly."  X 
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Alumni  Lead  National  Greek  Organizations 


outhern  Miss  alumni  are  familiar  faces  at  the  top  of 
organizational  charts  across  the  country.  Whether  it 
is  Tena  Clark,  who  as  CEO  and  Chief  Creative  Officer 
of  DMI  Music  and  Media  Solutions,  has  produced 
Grammy  Award-winning  records,  or  Mike  Magusiak, 
who  as  CEO  and  President  of  CEC  Entertainment,  has  helped 
make  Chuck  E.  Cheese's  one  of  the  most  recognizable  res- 
taurant/entertainment options  in  the  country,  Southern  Miss 
alumni  are  leaders  in  business,  on  the  athletic  playing  fields 
and  in  the  classrooms  of  educational  institutions. 

But  there  is  another  location  where  Southern  Miss  alumni  are 
not  so  quietly  helping  lead  the  way — as  top  officers  for  fraternities 
and  sororities.  Today,  three  Southern  Miss  alumni  are  leading 
national  organizations;  currently  Todd  Buchanan  serves  as  Sigma 
Alpha  Epsilon's  Eminent  Supreme  Archon,  the  fraternity's  top 
post,  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren  serves  as  Kappa  Delta's  National 
President,  and  Laura  Sweet  serves  in  the  same  position  for  Sigma 
Sigma  Sigma.  The  trio  are  continuing  a  tradition  of  Southern  Miss 
alumni  who  have  held  similar  top  posts — Ron  Doleac  and  Jim 
Pope  preceded  Buchanan  as  Eminent  Supreme  Archons,  while 
Luke  Schissel  has  served  as  Kappa  Sigma's  Worthy  Grand  Master. 
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At  the  Top 

Since  2007,  Buchanan 
has  been  the  capable 
leader  for  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon.  He  is  the  young- 
est national  president 
in  the  153-year  history 
of  SAE.  The  fraternity's 
current  structure  includes 
more  than  11,000  under- 
graduates at  more  than 
232  chapters  in  47  states. 

Buchanan  has  imple- 
mented the  "Be  the  One" 
campaign,  which  encourages  a 
the  fraternity  each  year, 

"Everything  starts  with  recruitment,"  said  Buchanan,  who  in 
addition  to  serving  as  SAE  president  as  a  student  was  also  student 
body  president.  "We  need  to  change  the  \\a\  we  market  our- 
selves." In  his  view,  that  means  a  return  to  the  core  values  of  each 
fraternity  and  sorority. 
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Todd  Buchanan   Eminent  Supreme 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon 

alumni  to  do  one  tiring  to  improve 


Spring  2009 


47 


Laura  Sweet,  National  President, 
Sigma  Sigma  Sigma 


"It  is  all  in  the  ritual,"  he  said.  "We  need  to  get  back  to 
basics;  it  is  about  scholarship,  leadership,  and  friendship. 
"The  Greek  system  at  Southern  Miss  is  special,"  Buchanan 
added.  "My  experience  opened  my  eyes  to  the  world.  I'll  spend 
the  rest  of  my  life  giving  back  to  SAE  what  1  gained  in  my  four 

years  at  USM." 

As  Sigma  Sigma  Sigma's 
national  president  since  2004, 
Laura  Sweet  has  the  sorority 
focused  on  four  key  areas  of 
growth,  leadership,  service 
and  communication.  Sweet 
also  named  an  Organizational 
Structure  Committee  that 
has  proposed  changes  to  the 
sorority's  volunteer  leader- 
ship structure  in  an  effort  to 
maximize  volunteer  commit- 
ment, service  and  retention. 
Although  a  Sigma  Sigma 
Sigma  chapter  no  longer  exists  at  Southern  Miss,  its  alumnae  are  still 
active,  hosting  a  reunion  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  last  October. 

Like  both  Buchanan  and  Sweet,  Bonnie  Purvis  Warren  has  served 
her  national  Greek  organization  for  a  number  of  years;  she's  been 
Kappa  Delta's  national  president  since  2007.  The  former  Homecoming 
Queen  previously  served  the  sorority  as  National  Panhellenic 
Conference  delegate,  national  director  of  pledge  education,  regional 
chapter  director  and  collegiate  province  president.  Today,  she  is 
the  primary  ambassador  for  the  sorority  that  now  includes  more 
than  200,000  members  and  133  active  collegiate  chapters. 

On  the  Road 

While  Southern  Miss  alumni  are  leading  fraternities  and  so- 
rorities on  the  national  level,  nearly  a  dozen  are  hitting  the  road 
for  Alpha  Tau  Omega,  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  Chi  Omega,  and  others  as 
national  consultants.  In  this  role,  alumni  advise  chapters  across 
the  country  in  areas  such  as  risk  management,  chapter  expan- 
sion and  academic  success. 

"I  have  the  opportunity  to  educate  chapters  about  the  rich  his- 
tory and  treasured  values  of  our  fraternity,  as  well  as  our  policies 
and  procedures,"  said  Ashley  Cangelosi,  a  Chi  Omega  consultant 


Bonnie  Purvis  Warren, 
National  President,  Kappa  Delta 


and  former  president  of  The 
Legacy,  the  Student  Alumni 
Association.  "Leadership  work- 
shops and  chapter  program- 
ming meetings  give  me  the 
opportunity  to  empower  the 
chapter  leadership,  as  well  as 
to  recognize  and  thank  them 
for  making  a  difference  on  their 
campus  and  in  their  community." 

For  Cangelosi  and  nearly  a  dozen  others,  serving  as  consul- 
tants presents  an  opportunity  to  put  to  good  use  the  experiences 
she  gained  as  a  Southern  Miss  student  and  member  of  Chi  Omega. 

"During  a  visit,  I  want  to  get  to  know  the  chapter  members  and 
the  alumnae  volunteers  who  work  with  the  chapter,  as  well  as  gain 
a  deeper  understanding  of  the  climate  of  their  University  and  the 
role  Chi  Omega  plays  in  that  community,"  she  said.  "I  can  equip 
them  with  the  knowledge  and  resources  that  they  need  to  take 
their  chapter  to  the  next  level  of  excellence  and  to  create  the  most 
incredible  membership  experience  for  each  and  every  member." 

At  Your  Service 

Currently  there  are  26  nationally  recognized  fraternities  and 
sororities  chartered  Southern  Miss,  consisting  of  10  chapters 
representing  the  Interfraternity  Council,  nine  chapters  repre- 
senting the  National  Pan-Hellenic  Council,  and  seven  chapters 
representing  the  Panhellenic  Council. 

"Our  Greek  system  has  60  years  of  rich  tradition  and  history 
with  an  alumni  base  in  the  tens  of  thousands,"  said  Trey  Skaggs, 
Director  of  Greek  Life.  "Our  wish  is  to  continually  enhance  and 
grow  our  Greek  system." 

Of  course,  philanthropy  remains  a  key  component  of  the 
Greek  experience  at  Southern  Miss.  Whether  its  an  event  like 
Chi  Omega's  Songfest,  which  will  be  held  for  the  58th  time  this 
fall,  or  a  Sports  Challenge,  such  as  Delta  Tau  Delta's  annual 
service  project,  which  has  raised  more  than  $200,000  for  chari- 
ties like  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  Foundation,  opportunities  to  serve 
others  are  abundantly  available. 

"During  my  four  years  at  Southern  Miss,  I  gained  a  greater 
understanding  of  leadership,  service,  tradition,  and  excellence," 
Cangelosi  said.  IS 


»K1 


DISCOVERED  JAZZ. 


LEARNED  TO  PLAY  TENNIS 


BECAME  A  FAN. 


STARTED  MY  CAREER. 


MET  THE  LOVE  OF  MY  LIFE 


TIME  TO 

RECONNECT 


For  so  many  of  us,  our  days  at  Southern  Miss  were 
among  the  best  days  of  our  lives.  Reconnect  with  the 
faces,  places  and  memories  that  made  your  college 
experience  special:  Join  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Association. 

There's  no  better  way  to  get  back  in  touch  with 
Southern  Miss.  And  there's  no  better  time  than 
during  our  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign, 
a  drive  to  grow  our  membership  to  20,000  by  the 
year  2010. 

We  encourage  you  to  continue  your  support 
of  the  Alumni  Association,  and  help  us 
bring  fellow  alumni  back  into  the  family. 
To  find  out  more  about  the  Association 
and  what  it  can  do  for  you,  log  on  to 
SoutbernMissAlumni.com. 
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Whether  it  is  a  cold  winter  night  or  a  warm  spring  afternoon  be  sure  to  wear  your  black  and  gold.  When  you  do,  send  photos*  of  yourself, 
your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Left:  No  day  is  too  cold  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle  fan 
as  evidenced  by  this  Southern  Miss  snowman  buil 
by  Life  Member  Anna  Stevens  Swann  '02,  '06. 

Below:  Joanna  Kafhryn  Collins,  7  months,  and 
Susanna  Lee  Collins,  5,  pose  in  their  Southern 
Miss  cheerleader  outfits.  Joanna  and  Susanna 
are  the  daughters  of  Bob  '92,  '97  and  Jane 
Collins  '94,  '98. 


Above:  Jackson  McGee,  left,  son  of  Missy  '90,  '93  and  Sean  McGee  '90  and  Luke  Stanley,  son  of  Chad 
'95  and  Tracy  Stanley,  enjoy  a  rare  snow  day  in  Hattiesburg. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Left:  Brett  Walker,  son  of  Billy  '80  and  Brenda 

Walker  78,  Jan  and  P.D.  Gol 
Doyle  Jefcoat  '92,  Carmen  ai 
Tony  '78  and  Cindy  Smith  '78, 
Donna  Brown  have  dinner  pri 
Eagles'  victory  in  the  Nes 

Below:  Carol  Ann  Drone  Crapps  '7A 
Glacier  Park  in  Whittier,  Alaska,  pre 
her  black  and  gold. 


n 


Above:  Janice  Polk  Shivers  Loftin  '67  '68  and  her  husband  B.G.  '68  advertised 
their  alma  mater  during  their  travels  through  Colorado  and  Wyoming.  Janice  is 
a  retired  public  school  administrator  and  an  adjunct  instructor  at  Southern  Miss. 
B.G.  has  worked  the  sidelines  at  Southern  Miss  football  games  for  39  years. 

Right:  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  employees  participated  in  the  American  Cancer 
Society's  Making  Strides  Against  Breast  Cancer  5K  Walk  at  the  Biloxi  Town 
Green  Oct.  25,  2008.  The  "Pink"  Golden  Eagles  raised  $1,700  for  the  walk 
which  honored  breast  cancer  survivors  and  raised  funds  to  fight  the  disease. 


Above:  Golden  Eagle  fans  Angel  Quiroz,  Michael  Hill,  Steven  Garces  and 
David  Rodriguez  display  a  Southern  Miss  flag  at  Camp  Victory,  Iraq. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on 
the  news  and  accomplishments  ol 
your  fellow  Golden  Eagles.  To  submit 
your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send 
your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  1 18  College  Drive 
#5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001, 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it 
online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included 
in  the  Summer  2009  edition  is  April 
24.  All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless 
otherwise  noted. 

1950s 

NORMA  SHEDD  CUTRER  '51  recently 
began  performing  as  a  piano  accompa- 
nist for  the  Eden  Song  Chorale  in  Heber 
Springs,  Ark. 


1960s 


2HNELL  ZIMLICH  '63  and 

PATRICK  D.  ZIMLICH  '64  recently  retired 
from  their  jobs.  They  spend  their  time 


delivering  Meals  on  Wheels,  participating 
in  Rotary  Club  events,  fishing,  golfing, 
going  on  cruises  and  spending  time  with 
their  grandchild. 

JAMES  B.  DAVIS  '64,  '65,  '71  recently 
retired  after  spending  44  years  in  higher 
education.  Jim  held  numerous  positions 
in  the  Louisiana  State  University  system, 
the  University  System  of  Georgia  and  at 
Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  College.  Some  of 
his  previous  positions  include  professor, 
counselor,  director  of  counseling  and 
director  of  admissions. 

DON  L.  SHIELDS 

'68  recently  retired 
after  36  years  of 
service  as  a  federal 
bank  examiner.  He 
served  with  the 
Office  of  Thrift  Supervision- 
Department  of  the  U.S.  Treasury, 
Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  of  Dallas, 
Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board  of 
Washington,  D.C.  and  the  Federal 


Deposit  Insurance  Corporation. 
Shields  and  his  wife,  Pat,  reside  in 
Hattiesburg  with  their  daughter, 
Courtney. 

EILEEN  RAINWATER  FINCER  '69  and 

husband  James  recently  celebrated  the 
31-year  anniversary  of  James  R.  Fincher 
Timber  Co.,  Inc.  Eileen  has  two  children 
and  three  grandchildren.  The  couple 
resides  in  Wilmer,  Ala. 

1970s 

KAREN  MILLER  '  0  recently  retired  from 
New  Site  High  School  after  32  years  of 
teaching. 

LEIGHTON  MILLER  '70  recently  retired 
from  the  City  of  Booneville  Utilities 
Department. 

Golden  Eagle  grandparents  ROSE  and 
GEORGE  MCNEESE  '71,  '74,  '81  an 

nounce  the  birth  of  their  granddaughter, 
Mary  Carmen  McNeese. 
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DR.  ROBERT  DEFRANCISCO  '72,  '73 

recently  completed  his  master's  degree 
and  board  certification  in  psychophar- 
macology.  He  currently  runs  a  private 
practice  at  the  Brewton  Medical  Center  in 
Brewton,  Ala. 

MARK  CUMBEST 

'75  was  recently 
named  Realtor  of 
the  Year  by  the  Gulf 
Coast  Association  of 
Realtors.  Cumbest 
is  the  broker  and  owner  of  Cumbest 
Realty,  Inc.  He  also  serves  as  the 
Fourth  Congressional  District  repre- 
sentative on  the  Mississippi  Real 
Estate  Commission. 

SUSAN  BUCKNER  SPENCER  '75 

recently  earned  her  master's  degree  in 
nursing  from  the  University  of  Texas 
at  Tyler.  She  was  named  Student  of  the 
Year  by  Sigma  Theta  Tau  and  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Distinguished  Graduate 
Award.  Susan  is  a  certified  lactation 


consultant  and  works  at  Trinity  Mother 
Frances  Hospitals  and  Clinics  as  a  peri- 
natal staff  development  educator. 


1980s 


■  IeIj™ 


DR.  DON  BENEFIELD 

32,  left,  recently 
traveled  to  the 
Dominican  Republic 
to  perform  a  Staar 
1CL  procedure  for 
needy  patients.  The  procedure  places  a 
contact  lens  in  the  eye  to  correct  near- 
sightedness. The  procedure  gives  people 
who  are  poor  candidates  for  LASIK  and 
too  nearsighted  to  see  without  glasses  an 
opportunity  to  see  better  without  glasses. 

GARY  MOORE  '83 

is  head  coach  of  all 
running  sports  at 
Alfred  State  College 
and  has  recently 
been  honored  for  his 
pledge  of  contributions  to  the  Alumni 


Track  and  Cross  Country  Endowment 
Fund. 

SCOTT  KELLY  '84  was  recently  appointed 
CEO/Administrator  of  Simpson  General 
Hospital  in  Mendenhall. 

ANTHONY  LAYNE 

SMITH '86  and  wife 

Angie  recently 
expanded  their 
restaurant  and 
catering  business 
with  locations  in  Oak  Grove,  Poplarville, 
Ocean  Springs,  and  Commerce,  Ga.  More 
expansion  is  planned  in  Belle  Chase  and 
Chalmette,  La.  The  Smiths'  Stonewall 
BBQ  &  Catering  Company  has  been 
serving  barbeque  in  Picayune  for  more 
than  13  years.  The  couple  has  three 
daughters,  Lauren,  Alexis  and  Addison. 

DAVID  WINTERS  '87  recently  served  as  a 
guest  judge  at  the  British  Inventors  Show 
in  London.  He  owns  a  solo  patent  practice 
in  Clarkesville,  Tenn.,  and  has  joined  the 
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board  of  directors  for  a  second  law  firm  in 
Hyderabad,  India. 


1990s 
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MICHAEL  IRVIN 
ARRINGTON  '89  and 

wife  Tamara  an- 
nounce the  adoption 
of  Rebekah  lleana 
Arlington. 


9  recently  served  as 
an  instructor,  mentor  and  editor  for  the 
Hemingway-Pfeiffer  Creative  Writers' 
retreat  held  in  Piggott,  Ark.  The  event 
is  hosted  by  Arkansas  State  University's 
Hemmingway-Pfeiffer  Museum  and 
Educational  Center. 

SCOTT  PLUNKETT  '89,  '92  was  re- 
cently promoted  to  business  and  plan- 
ning manager  for  the  Boeing  Company 
in  Huntsville,  Ala.  He  is  currently 
working  on  the  International  Space 
Station  contract. 


STACY  BUSBY  '90 

and  husband  Johnny 
announce  the  birth  oi 
their  son,  David 
Hayward  Busby.  He 
was  welcomed  by  big 


sister  Elizabeth. 


MATHEW  COX  '93  and  TERRA  COX  '99 

announce  the  birth  of  their  second  child, 
Avery  Elizabeth  Cox.  She  was  welcomed 
by  big  brother  Mason. 

JOHN  HOLDER  '93  and  wife  Sheila 
recently  celebrated  the  birth  of  their  son, 
John  Austin  Holder. 

DANIEL  GARCIA  '95  is  currently  work 
ing  for  the  Bureau  of  Public  Health  in 
Phoenix.  He  is  also  completing  a  master's 
degree  at  Roosevelt  University,  and  has 
been  working  in  cancer  research  and 
public  health  for  more  than  10  years. 


DR.  JERLANDO 
JACKSON  '96  was 

recently  selected  as 
the  editor  for  The 
Association  for  the 
Study  of  Higher 
Education's  popular  series  of  compendi- 
ums.  The  international  research  associa- 
tion has  only  three  editorship  roles.  He 
will  serve  a  five-year  term  effective 
November  2009. 

BRIAN  RUTLEDGE  '97  recently  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  project  manager 
with  Siemens  Water  Technologies  in 
Broussard,  La. 

MIKE  ALES  '98  was  recently  promoted  to 
associate  professor  at  the  U.S.  Merchant 
Marine  Academy. 


PAUL  HARRIS  '98 
and  AMIE  GOFF 
HARRIS  '99,  '00 

announce  the  birth  of 
Caroline  Laurie 
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Harris.  She  was  welcomed  by  Golden 
Eagle  grandparents  HARRY  GOFF  '89 
and  SHARON  ELKINS  '94. 

CHRIS  WARD  '98,  '01,  '03  and  KAKI 
YORK-WARD  '06  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Peyton  Parker  Ward.  The  Wards 
reside  in  Houston,  Texas. 

BENJAMIN  BRIEN  '99  and  wile 
KATHERINE  SCURRY  BRIEN  '02  recently 
moved  to  Faribault,  Minn.  Benjamin  is  a 
consulting  accountant  and  Katherine  has 
opened  a  portrait  studio.  The  Briens  have 
a  four-year-old  daughter,  Abigail  Brien. 


2000s 


BRETT  CASSELL  '00,  '04  and 
HEATHER  RAMSEY  CASSELL  '01, 

'06  were  married  on  May  10,  2008  in 
Gulf  Shores,  Ala.  The  couple  currently 
resides  in  Hattiesburg,  where  they 
both  are  employed  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

REGGIE  HOUZE  '00  and  wife  SHEA 

HOUZE  '02  announce  the  birth  of  their 
first  child,  Jack  Wilson  Houze. 

JUDI  LIGHTSEY  MCQUEEN  '02  re- 
cently earned  her  Master  of  Business 
Administration  degree  from  William 
Carey  University,  and  is  currently  work- 
ing in  the  family  business. 

LISA  COUNSELMEN  '03  and  husband 
Phillip  announce  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Sarah  Elizabeth. 

ROBERT  LEE  II  '03  and  AMANDA 
BUTLER  LEE  '05,  '06  were  recently  mar- 
ried in  Hattiesburg.  Amanda  is  a  com- 
mercial account  manager  with  the  Bottrell 
Insurance  Agency,  and  Robert  is  an  RN  in 
the  1CU  at  Forrest  General  Hospital.  The 
couple  resides  in  Oak  Grove. 


ROSS  MATTHEW 
PFAFF  '03  and  wife 
Dana  announce  the 
birth  of  their 
daughter,  Addison 
Marie  Pfaff.  The 


'  years  i 
Megason  has  enhanced  the  lives 
of  many  children  throughout  Mis- 
sissippi. As  director  of  the  Division 
of  Pediatric  Hematology  and 
Oncology  at  the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi Medical  Center,  Megason 
is  responsible  for  providing  hope 
to  children  battling  cancer.  Her 
extensive  training  in  core  blood 
transplants  has  given  many  of 
her  patients  a  new  lease  on  life 
and  has  helped  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  earn 
a  reputation  as  one  of  the  best 
children's  cancer  treatment  centers  in  the  Gulf  Coast  region.  Since  her  arrival, 
the  hospital  has  performed  two  cord  blood  transplants  on  sickle  patients,  three 
on  patients  with  Hurler's  syndrome  and  1 1  on  patients  with  leukemia. 

In  addition  to  her  duties  as  a  division  director,  Megason  is  also  a  professor 
at  the  medical  center.  In  this  role  she  has  aided  in  the  development  of  the  state's 
best  doctors.  More  importantly,  Megason's  research  has  brought  innovative 
treatments  for  pediatric  cancer  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  Megason's  research  in  hema- 
tology and  oncology  has  also  allowed  her  to  become  one  of  the  most  prominent 
scholars  in  her  field.  She  has  been  featured  in  several  academic  publications, 
including  the  Journal  of  Pediatric  Hematology  and  Oncology. 

Megason  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Hematology  (ASH), 
which  works  to  further  the  understanding,  diagnosis,  treatment  and  prevention 
of  disorders  affecting  the  blood,  bone  marrow,  and  the  immunologic,  hemostat- 
ic and  vascular  systems.  The  ASH  also  promotes  research,  clinical  care,  educa- 
tion, training  and  advocacy  in  hematology.  As  a  member  of  the  Governmental 
Affairs  committee,  she  works  with  governmental  agencies  to  ensure  that  more 
programs  are  created  for  research  in  hematology  and  pediatric  cancer. 

Megason  earned  her  bachelor's  degree  in  chemistry  from  The  University  of  South- 
ern Mississippi  in  1 98 1 .  She  received  her  doctorate  in  1 895  from  the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi School  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Megason  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


couple  resides  in  Morgantown,  Ind. 

REBECCA  CRAIG  '05  and  husband 
Steve  Craig  were  recently  married  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla. 

KIMBERLY  SWAN 
GATTUSO  '05  and 
PHILLIP  GATTUSO 
'07  were  married  on 
September  27,  2008 
Kimberly  is  a  senior 


research  analyst  for  Walt  Disney  World 
Parks  &  Resorts  Online,  and  Phillip  is  a 
realtor  with  RE/MAX  Real  Estate  Partners 
Inc.  The  couple  resides  in  Hattiesburg. 

ROBERT  V.  JOHNSON  '05  is  currently 

a  science  teacher  at  the  Dallas  County 
Juvenile  Charter  School  in  Rowlett,  Texas 
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Bullard  Elected  to  National 
Press  Club  Board  of  Governors 

Shawn  Bullard  '87  has  been  elected  to  serve 
on  the  National  Press  Club's  Board  of  Governors. 
The  National  Press  Club,  located  in  Washington, 
DC,  is  the  world's  leading  professional  organiza- 
tion for  journalists.  As  a  leader  at  the  National 
Press  Club  for  more  than  a  dozen  years,  Bullard 
has  had  the  opportunity  to  host  some  of  the 
world's  most  recognizable  newsmakers,  includ- 
ing Ted  Turner,  Henry  Kissinger  and  NASCAR's 
Jimmy  Johnson. 

Bullard  began  his  career  in  broadcast  journal- 
ism at  WLOX-TV  while  earning  his  bachelor's  de- 
gree in  Radio,  Television  and  Film.  He  also  holds 
a  master's  degree  from  George  Mason  University's 

Department  of  Public  and  International  Affairs.  After  WLOX-TV,  Bullard  served  as  press  secretary  to  Congressman  Gene 
Taylor.  He  later  became  vice  president  of  Government  Affairs  for  Golin  Harris,  a  global  public  relations  firm,  and  an 
associate  legislative  director  for  the  National  Association  of  Counties.  As  a  legislative  director,  he  drove  public  policy  on 
Capitol  Hill  and  the  White  House  for  the  nation's  100  largest  counties. 

A  Biloxi  native,  Bullard  is  the  president  and  founder  of  the  Duetto  Group,  a  Washington,  DC-based  government  affairs 
practice  specializing  in  federal  lobbying  on  behalf  of  colleges,  counties,  corporations  and  associations.  He  is  also  the  vice 
chairman  and  a  co-founder  of  the  Press  Club's  Broadcasting  committee,  which  has  oversight  of  a  fully  digital  multi-million 
dollar  broadcast  operation  center,  plus  the  Club's  XM  Radio  show,  iTunes  series  and  other  in-house  programming.  Bullard 
is  the  first  Southern  Miss  graduate  to  serve  on  the  Club's  board. 


Alumnus  Receives  Top  Science  Award 

Dr.  Timothy  D.  Phillips  has  been  presented  with  the 
Chubb  Award  by  the  Sigma  Xi  international  society  for  re- 
search scientists  and  engineers.  Phillips  was  presented  with 
the  award  for  his  research  to  increase 
the  safety  of  food  and  livestock  feed  in 
the  U.S.,  China  and  other  developing 
countries.  Phillips'  research  has  led 
to  the  development  of  an  inexpensive 
process  to  remediate  anatoxin  in  foods 
such  as  corn,  peanuts  and  rice.  This 
process  had  led  to  the  prevention  of 
many  health  problems  associated  with 
aflatoxicosis,  a  poisoning  that  occurs 
due  to  the  digestion  of  anatoxins  in 
contaminated  foods. 

Phillips  earned  his  master's  degree 
in  science  and  education,  as  well  as  his 
doctorate  in  chemistry  from  Southern 
Miss.  He  is  the  former  director  of  the 
Center  for  Food  Safety  and  chair  of 


Dr.  Timothy  D 


the  Interdisciplinary  Faculty  of  Toxicology  at  Texas  A&M 
University.  Phillips  is  currently  a  professor  in  the  College 
of  Veterinary  Medicine  and  Biomedical  Sciences  at  Texas 
A&M  and  serves  as  a  faculty  member 
for  the  departments  of  Toxicology 
and  Food  Science  and  Technology. 
Phillips  has  been  the  recipient  of  the 
Innovation  Award  for  Research,  the 
Association  of  Former  Student's  Faculty 
Distinguished  Achievement  Award, 
and  the  Bush  Award  for  Excellence  in 
International  Research. 

Phillips  is  a  fellow  of  the  Academy  of 
Toxicological  Sciences  and  the  co-editor 
of  Food  Additives  and  Contaminants. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Joint  FAGV 
JECFA  Expert  Panel,  and  has  served 
on  the  Committee  on  Science  Reports 
and  Emerging  Issues  for  the  Institute  of 
Food  Technologies. 


ALUMNI  ALMANAC 


Ogletree  and  Duck  Elected  to  Adams  and  Reese  Executive  Committee 

Alumni  Gee  Ogletree  and  John  Duck  were  recently  elected  to  the  executive  committee  for  Adams 
and  Reese  LLP.  Ogletree,  a  1977  graduate,  is  the  Transactions  and  Corporate  Advisory  Services  Practice 
Group  Leader  for  the  firm.  His  areas  of  legal  expertise  include  real  estate,  forestry,  natural  resources, 
economic  development  and  business.  Ogletree,  who  practices  in  Jackson,  is  the  son  of  former  Alumni 
Association  Executive  Director  Powell  Ogletree  and  earned  his  law  degree  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law  in  1980.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association  and  serves  on  the 
association's  Timber  Resources  Committee  and  board  of  directors.  The  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  for  both  the  Association  and  University  Foundation. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

Duck,  also  a  1977  graduate,  is  a  member  of  the  firm's  Transaction  and  Corporate  Advisory  Services 
Practice  Group.  He  specializes  in  complex  corporate  restructuring  matters  in  both  bankruptcy  and 
non-bankruptcy  contexts.  Duck  earned  his  law  degree  from  the  Tulane  University  Law  School,  and 
practices  in  New  Orleans.  He  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and  like  Ogletree  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eagle  Club  and  a  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign.  Prior  to  this  recent  appoint- 
ment, Duck  served  two  terms  as  chairman  of  the  executive  committee. 

Adams  and  Reese  LLP  specializes  in  litigation,  special  business  services,  transactions  and  corporate 
advisory  services.  The  law  firm  has  offices  in  Texas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and 
Washington  DC. 


Gee  Ogletree 


John  Duck 


Hebert  Key  to  Entergy's  Success 

Entergy,  one  of  the  na- 
tion's leading  utilities,  recently 
received  the  Award  of  Excellence 
at  the  10th  Annual  Plaits  Global 
Energy  Awards  gala.  Entergy 
was  honored  for  its  outstand- 
ing performance  over  the  past 
decade,  and  is  one  of  only  four 
companies  to  receive  the  award. 
An  important  aspect  of  the 
Curt  Hebert  company  success  is  Southern 

Miss  alumnus  Curt  Hebert  Jr.  As  executive  vice  president 
of  External  Affairs,  Hebert  is  responsible  for  Entergy 's 
system  and  federal  government  regulations.  He  is  also 
responsible  for  the  company's  system  regulatory  affairs, 
external  and  internal  communications,  corporate  contri- 
butions and  environmental  policy. 

Hebert,  a  Pascagoula  native,  is  a  1985  graduate.  He 
received  his  law  degree  from  the  Mississippi  College  School 
of  Law,  and  has  completed  the  Nuclear  Reactor  Technology 
Program  at  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Hebert 
is  a  former  president  of  the  Southeastern  Association  of 
Regulatory  Utility  Commissioner  and  was  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  National  Association  of  Regulatory 
Utility  Commissioners.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Bar  and  the  Federal  Energy  Bar  Association. 

Hebert  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
currently  serves  as  president-elect.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Eagle 
Club  and  a  contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 


Alumna  Named 

Jackson's  Teacher  of  the  Year 

Stacey  Donaldson,  a  1993  Southern  Miss  alumna  and 
English  II  teacher  at  Murrah  High  School,  has  been  selected  as 
the  Jackson  Public  Schools'  Teacher  of  the  Year  for  2008-2009. 

Donaldson  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Broadcast  Journalism  and  a 
minor  in  speech  communications.  After  five  years  in  the 
media  profession  and  "as  a  new  mom,"  Donaldson  became  a 
teacher  through  the  alternate  route  educator  program.  She 
taught  at  Bassfield  High  School  and  at  Sumner  Hill  Junior 
High  in  Clinton  before  joining  the  Murrah  High  School 
faculty  three  years  ago.  During  this  time,  she  also  earned 
a  master  of  teaching  degree  from  William  Carey  College, 
became  a  National  Board  Certified  Teacher,  and  completed 
the  Advanced  Placement  Institute  at  Millsaps  College. 

"1  am  determined  to  pre- 
pare students  for  life,  equip 
them  with  social  skills,  and 
expose  them  to  technologi- 
cal advances  and  strategies 
that  empower  them  to 
master  objectives  that  will 
prepare  them  lor  post-gradu- 
ate and  professional  careers." 
Donaldson  said. 

The  honor  included 
$500  in  gifts  donated  by  the 
Jackson  business  and  non- 
profit communit) 


Stacey  Donaldson 


Spring  2009        57 


(t\  \ 


CLASS  NOTES) 


^ 


Melissa  Birdsong's  interest 
in  interior  design  grew  out  of  a 
need  to  express  her  creativity.  Her 
ability  to  create  spaces  that  are  el- 
egant and  functional  has  led  to  an 
outstanding  career  with  Lowe's. 
As  president  of  Trend,  Design  and 
~  and,  Birdsong  works  within  the 
oduct  Development  and  Global 
Sourcing  division  to  develop  de- 
sign and  lifestyle  trend  strategies 
for  the  company's  proprietary 
brands.  She  is  also  responsible 
for  the  brand  management, 
product  design  and  packaging 
of  its  brands.  In  addition  to  these  duties,  Birdsong  also  writes  editorials  for  the 
Lowe's  Creative  Ideas  magazines. 

Birdsong's  career  at  Lowe's  began  in  1 996  as  a  writer  for  the  company's 
Web  site  and  other  publications  in  the  Marketing  and  Advertising  group.  A 
year  later,  she  became  an  internal  design  consultant  for  fashion  product  cate- 
gories in  the  Merchandising  division.  Now,  Birdsong  manages  a  diverse  group 
of  brand  marketers  and  designers  who  work  together  to  develop  products  that 
use  elements  of  style  and  functionality  to  create  unique  spaces  for  customers. 
Prior  to  joining  Lowe's,  Birdsong  worked  in  several  sectors  of  the  interior 
design  industry.  She  started  her  career  designing  residential  and  light  com- 
mercial interiors  for  several  retailers.  After  gaining  some  popularity  in  the 
industry,  she  became  a  solo  practitioner.  Birdsong  was  an  adjunct  professor  in 
the  Interior  Design  program  at  Southern  Miss  from  1980  to  1988,  when  she 
taught  a  variety  of  classes  including  textile  design  and  residential  design.  She 
also  wrote  for  several  specialty  publications  in  the  early  1 990s 

Birdsong  credits  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  a  career 
that  has  spanned  more  than  25  years.  According  to  her,  "What  I  learned  at 
Southern  Miss — designing  for  real  people  in  real  life  situations  to  positively 
impact  their  quality  of  life — remains  at  the  heart  of  my  thinking  today."  She 
also  credits  the  faculty  for  providing  a  great  foundation  to  prepare  her  for  the 
challenges  faced  in  the  interior  design  industry. 


GERALD  PERETTA  III  '05  has  earned 
a  degree  from  the  New  England 
Culinary  Institute  in  Burlington,  Vt. 
He  is  currently  the  assistant  manager 
of  Food  and  Beverage  for  the  Hyatt 
Regency  San  Francisco-Embarcadero 
Center. 


TRACEY  LEE  WILLIAMS  '05  recently 
earned  her  master's  degree  in  English 
and  Creative  Writing  from  the  University 
of  Hawaii  and  is  currently  pursuing  an 
MFA  degree  at  Vermont  College  of  Fine 
Arts.  She  currently  lives  and  teaches  in 
Manhattan,  N.Y. 


KRISTINA  BENNETT  '06  recently  earned 
her  MBA  Irom  William  Carey  University. 
She  is  the  manager  of  marketing  and 
communications  for  the  Gulfport-Biloxi 
International  Airport. 

ADAM  BUCKALEW  '06  recently  be- 
came the  communications  director  and 
legislative  assistant  for  Congressman 
Gregg  Harper.  Prior  to  this  position 
Adam  was  the  special  assistant  to 
the  chief  of  staff  for  Mississippi's  Lt. 
Governor  Phil  Bryant. 

KAYLA  O'HERN  '06  and  husband  Jason 
announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child, 
Callie  Lane  O'Hern. 

LATOYA  S.  ROUNSAVILLE  '07  was  re- 
cently admitted  to  the  online  National 
Cluster  for  the  master's  program  in 
speech-language  and  communica- 
tion disorders.  She  will  be  attending 
the  Fischler  School  of  Education  and 
Human  Services  at  Nova  Southeastern 
University  in  the  fall. 

In  Memoriam 

MARGARET  P.  ADDKISON  '36  of  St 

Petersburg,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  12,  2008. 

KATIE  R.  RUSH  '37  of  Jackson  died  Feb 

15,  2009. 

BONNIE  C.  GOODING  '38  of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  20,  2009. 

PAULINE  B.  STANLEY  '38  of  Kerrville, 

Texas,  died  Dec.  4,  2008. 

CLYDE  M.  DEAR  '40  of  Bay  Springs  died 

Feb.  19,  2009. 

GARLAND  C.  RUSHBROOK  '40  of 

Jackson  died  Feb.  6,  2009. 

ALICE  N.  MCCRAINE  '46,  '60  of 

Woodville  died  Nov.  7,  2008. 

LUCILLE  PENLAND  '46,  '53  of  Atlanta, 

Ga.  died  Jan.  17,2009. 

WILLIAM  G.  SIMMONS  '47  of  Anmston, 

Ala.,  died  Feb.  9,  2009. 

LEMUEL  G.  ADAMS  '50  of  Jackson  died 

Feb.  5,  2009. 

OPAL  E.  CARROLL  '50  of  Amory  died 

Feb.  5,  2009. 

DR.  WILLIAM  GRAY  '52  of  Jackson  died 

Aug.  18,  2008. 
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HENRY  H.  HANCOCK  '  oi  Picayune 
died  Jan.  22,2009. 
WILLIAM  W.  BYRD  '53,  '54  of  Jonesboro, 
Ark.,  died  Feb.  11,2009. 
WILLIAM  D.  SMITH  '53  of  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  died  Oct.  25,  2008. 
WILLIAM  S.  STILL  JR.  '53  of  Jackson  died 
Nov.  5,  2008. 

BESSIE  M.  WEST  '53  of  Pell  City,  Ala., 
died  Jan.  12,2009. 
JESSE  O.  HOLMES  '54  of  Hammond,  La., 
died  March  10,  2009. 
ELIZABETH  M.  LOVE  '14  of  Tampa,  Fla. 
died  Jan.  21,2009. 
INA  B.  MAGEE  '55, ';  7  of  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  3,  2008. 
ANTHONY  M.  MANGUNO  JR. '  15  of 
Collierville,  Term.,  died  Nov.  21,  2008. 
JIMMY  J.  SMITH  '55  of  Mendenhall  died 
Oct.  27,  2008. 
LAURELINE  L.  F  i  i  I 

Nov.  6,  2008. 

FRANK  A.  CARLTON  JR.  '57  or 
Greenville,  Tenn.,  died  March  8,  2009. 
ELAINE  C.  CASTLES     7  Little  Rock  died 
Feb.  4,  2009. 

THOMAS  G.  LAMBERT  '57  of  Daphne, 
Ala.  died  Feb.  5,  2009. 
DENIS  A.  DRENNING  '58  of  New 
Orleans,  La.,  died  Nov.  29,  2008. 
FITZHUGH  "FITZ"  MCCOY  '58  of 
Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  20,  2008. 
EMMA  SHARP  '59  of  Columbia,  S 
died  Nov.  8,  2008. 
JAN  B.SMITH  '60  of  i 

Feb.  3,  2009. 
THOMAS  L.  MILFORD  '61  I 

Ala.,  died  Feb.  15,  2009. 
SUSAN  PIERCE  '61  of  Bakersfield,  Calif 
died  Nov.  30,  2008. 
GEORGE  E.  COOPER  '62  of  Gray,  Ga  , 
died  Oct.  28,  2008. 
JILL  "LANEY"  MCCULLOUGH  '62  of 
Saraland,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  26,  2008. 
ROBERT  MARTELLO  '64  of  Jackson  died 
Jan.  7,  2008. 
JEFFERYW.  DEES '65  of  Hen.  Ic  ! 

N.C.,  died  March  20,  2009. 
DR.  BURTON  F.  BLAIR  '66  of  Bato 
Rouge,  La.,  died  Nov.  25,  2008. 
JOHN  M.  MAY  '< 16  of  Ridgeland  c       i 
14,  2009. 

STEPHEN  PAGLIUGHI  '66  of  Port  S 
Lucie,  Fla.,  died  March  13,  2009. 


Bi 


"Boo:  A  Life  in  Baseball,  Well-Lived" 
Rick  Cleveland  '75 
$24.95,  208  Pages 
Pediment  Publishing,  2008 

"Boo:  A  Life  in  Baseball,  Well- 
Lived"  is  the  story  of  Boo  Ferriss  written 
by  Mississippi  sportswriter  Rick  Cleve- 
land, and  features  a  foreword  by  world- 
renowned  author  John  Grisham. 

The  story  of 
"Boo"  is  probably  one 
of  the  great  under- 
publicized  stories  in 
the  long  history  of  pro- 
fessional baseball.  The 
book  starts  with  Ferriss' 
major  league  career 
following  an  early  d 
charge  from  the  Arrr 
due  to  asthma  durini 
World  War  II.  Pitchir.y 
22  scoreless  innings  at 
one  point  in  1945,  Ferriss  fin 
rookie  season  with  a  21-10  record,  and 
followed  it  with  a  25-6  season  for  the 
American  League  champion  Red  Sox  in 
1 946.  That  same  year  Ferriss  pitched 
a  shutout  in  the  World  Series.  Unfortu- 
nately, in  1 947  Ferriss  injured  his  arm 
and  pitched  sparingly  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1 950.  Despite  his  injury,  Ferriss 
remained  close  to  the  game.  He  was 
the  pitching  coach  for  the  Red  Sox  from 
1 955  to  1 959,  and  then  started  his 
career  as  coach  of  Delta  State,  where 
he  compiled  a  639-387  record  and  led 
the  Statesmen  to  three  NCAA  Division  II 
College  World  Series  appearances. 


WILL  WILLOUGHBY  '66  of  Crestviev 
Fla.,  died  Nov.  9,  2008. 
SHARON  L.  EMMERT  '67  of  Tyle: 
died  Oct.  27,  2008. 
MARY  HANNAH  KITTRELL  '67  < 
State  Line  died  Oct.  13,  2008. 
ROSEMARY  S.  WALLACE  '67  of  Jackson 
died  Feb.  16,  2009. 


The  most  interesting  aspect  of  the 
book  is  Cleveland's  ability  to  capture 
the  essence  of  Ferriss.  In  the  introduc- 
tion, Cleveland  recalls  Ferriss'  visit  with 
orthopedist  Buddy  Savoie  to  locate  the 
problem  in  Ferriss'  shoulder.  Savoie 
diagnosed  it  as  a  torn  labrum,  a  career 
ending  injury  prior  to  the  latest  ad- 
vancements in  medicine.  "(Today)  He'd 
—        have  a  95  percent  chance  of 
complete  recovery,"  Savoie 
i        tells  Cleveland.  "He'd  be 
as  good  as  new  in  six  to 
nine  months."  To  which  Boo 
chuckles  and  says,  "Now 
my  wife  Miriam  says  we 
ought  to  get  Buddy  to  fix 


».  She  says  she'd  roll 
me  out  to  the  mound.  With 
-lillions  they're  paying 
days,  she  thinks  I 
could  still  go  five  innings." 


ipse  into  Ferriss'  life  with  the  inclusion 
of  letters  written  by  Ferriss  during  1 945 
and  1 946.  The  letters  discuss  Ferriss'  first 
experiences  outside  of  Mississippi,  and 
his  early  success  with  the  Red  Sox. 

Rick  Cleveland,  author  of  "Boo," 
is  one  of  Mississippi's  most  prominent 
sports  columnist.  Since  the  age  of  1 3, 
Cleveland  has  covered  sports  for  the 
Hattiesburg  American  and  the  Clarion- 
Ledger.  Throughout  his  29-year  career 
at  the  Clarion-Ledger  Cleveland  has 
won  numerous  national  awards  for  his 
newspaper  stories  and  columns.  "Boo" 
is  Cleveland's  third  book. 


AURINE  D.  GALLAHAR  '68  of  Galhlur. 

Ala.,  died  |an.  22.  2009 

HATTIE  B.  GENTRY  '68  of  Poplarville  died 

Oct.  28.2008. 

DR.  WILLIAM  A.  DILLON  't 

Tenn..  died  Dec.  4.  2008 
HUGH  D.  HUHN  '69  of  Pen 

died  Nov  2.  2008 


Spring  200° 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life  with  other 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon,  please  fill  out 

this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
118  College  Drive  #501 3 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  e-mail  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 


DATE 


NAME 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


CHILDREN 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 


Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  return  any 

materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


CLASS  NOTES) 


MAE  R.  BROWN  '70  of  Brookhaven  died 

Oct.  27,  2008. 

DAVID  A.  CORBAN  '72  of  Jackson  died 

Jan.  6,  2009. 

PIERRE  J.  DUGAS  '72  of  Gulfport  died 

Dec.  11,2008. 

2  Vicksburg  died 
Feb.  3,  2009. 

JOHN  F.  BRYAN  '73  of  Vancleave  died 
Feb.  19,  2009. 

DR.  ARTHUR  R.  ALFORD  '74  of  Madison 
died  Feb.  9,  2009. 

JEFFERY  M.  LARSEN  '75  of  Biloxi  died 
December  2,  2008. 
DON  "MIKE"  WILLIAMS  '75  of  Ft 
Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  6,  2008. 
BONNIE  DAWSON  '76,  '82  of  Jackson 
died  Oct.  18,  2008. 

S  W.  JONES  '76  of  Vicksburg  died 
Oct.  30,  2008. 

BURNEY  F.  BROWN  '81  of  Pascagoula 
died  Jan.  20,  2009. 

JAMES  H.  STATEN  JR.  '81  of  Hattiesburg 
died  March  12,  2009. 
GEORGE  E.  HALFORD  '82  of  Vicksburg 
died  Jan.  5,  2009. 

BERNICE  T.  KUHNERT  '83  of  Vicksburg 
died  Feb.  13,2009. 

ROBERT  A.  MCCRORY  '84  of  Biloxi  died 
Jan.  6,  2009. 

STACEY  K.  BARTLEY  '85  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
died  Oct.  19,  2008. 
MICHAEL  S.  NARMOUR  '85  of  Folly 
Beach,  S.C.,  died  Nov.  25,  2008. 
ROBIN  T.  STEPHENS  '85  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
died  Jan.  28,2009. 

WILLIAM  CLINTON  "BUBBA"  HOPKINS 
'87  of  Jackson  died  Nov.  15,  2008. 


SANDRA  L.  SEYMOUR  '89  of  Biloxi  died 

Oct.  25,2008. 

JOHN  MAHAN  '91  of  Sandersville  died 

Oct.  1,2008. 

DENA  HOLLAND  SELLERS  '93  of  Shubata 

died  June  22,  2008. 

EDWARD  F.  GREMILLION  '94  of 

Cambridge,  Md.,  died  March  12,  2009. 

WILLIAM  J.  DANNENMULLER  '94  of 

Biloxi  died  Oct.  23,  2008. 

CHRISTOPHER  J.  DECKER  '00  of 

Minneapolis  died  Feb.  5,  2009. 

STEVE  MOSLEY  '02  of  Meridian  died  Nov. 

12,2008. 

FRANCES  J.  ANDERSON  of  Hattiesburg 

died  Feb.  11,2009. 

LOU  E.  BALLARD  of  Andalusia,  Ala.,  died 

Feb.  18,  2009. 

CHANDLER  D.  BICKHAM  of  Ruth  died 

Nov.  28,  2008. 

CEDRIC  R.  CROFT  of  Helena,  Ark.,  died 

Feb.  12,  2009. 

IRA  C.  HARTSELL  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 

died  Jan.  22,2009. 

AARON  J.  HINTON  of  Jackson  died  Dec 

22,  2008. 

KEMIAYA  K.  JACKSON  of  Magee  died 

Nov.  2,  2008. 

ZACHARY  D.  MARTINEZ  of  Pensacola, 

Fla.,  died  Feb.  18,2009. 

PEGGY  J.  MEADOWS  of  Petal  died  Nov 

2,  2008. 

CHARLES  S.  PUTNAM  of  Savannah,  Ga  , 

died  Feb.  9,  2009. 

LEO  W.  SEAL  JR.  of  Bay  St.  Louis  died 

Nov.  18,  2008. 

LARRY  R.  UNDERWOOD  of  Petal  died 

Jan.  23,  2009. 


Present  your  Alumni  Association  membership  card 
for  a  10%  discount  off  food  purchases. 
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CHES 


IELD'S 


CASUAL     FINE     DINING 


2507  Hardy  Street,  Hattiesburg  •  (601)  582-2778 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 

42x       Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information,  call 
228.392.7007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni.  For  information  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 


jostens 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.8O0.523.OI24  and 
request  operator  A22SF 

('  Jiiituri// ■ ' / riti/itif/  roiff  ■  S'r(i»i//ir/ 
Printing  and  Framing,  For  more  information,  call 
1.866.418.0320. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  23 15. 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


Liberty 
Mutual 


MARSH 


Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1 .800.98 1 .2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1 .888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


DiplomaDisplay® 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


Golden  Eagles  replaced  the  Southerners  as  the  athletic 
teams'  nickname  in  1972. 

In  1918,  the  first  student  newspaper  was  published  and 
called  Normal  College  News.  In  1927,  the  publication 
became  known  as  The  Student  Printz. 

Southern  Miss  became  a  member  of  Conference  USA 
in  1995,  the  year  the  league  was  formed. 

The  Honor  House,  now  the  office  of  the  University 
Foundation,  was  the  original  location  of  the  campus 
hospital. 

The  first  University  golf  course  was  located  near  what 
now  is  Fraternity  Row. 


HOW'D  YOU  SCORE? 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association's  CARD.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership 
card,  you  will  receive  the  discount  noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is 
designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership  in  the  Alumni  Association 
and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Brownstone's  LLC 
Caliente  Grille 
Chesterfield's 


50%  discount  on  fust  month's  payment 
on  any  new  lease  agreement 
10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 
10%  discount  on  total  purchases 
10%  discount  on  any  service 
20%  discount  on  entrees 
10%  off  of  total  purchase 
10%  discount  on  food  purchases 
Classit  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center  10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentols 


Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 

Holiday  Inn 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

O'Charley's 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

Sonic  Drive  InnonHwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 

A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  "Hattiesburg  locations  only. 


10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  ofsandv/ich 

S200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgoge  loans 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loon  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglosses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  Life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  rate 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  nomonringency  coses 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  exduding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  oil  soles 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%)  discount  on  all  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  oil  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%'  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  ofrlo(f2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%>  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%'  discount  on  purchases  (cash-antkanY  excluded) 

10%'  discount  with  alumni  card 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 

10%'  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%'  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$100  off  order  of  smxhsarid\*id\sileotoerrnlla&aM 

$1.00  off  gome  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


Spring  200° 


62 


Yimm 


Since  its  construction  in  1930,  Bennett  Auditorium,  which  seats 
approximately  1,000,  has  been  used  for  a  variety  ol  purposes,  includ- 
ing concerts  and  forums.  In  addition  to  welcoming  some  of  the  top 
musical  acts  in  the  world  to  perform  with  the  University's  Symphony 
Orchestra,  the  auditorium  has  hosted  events  such  as  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders'  inauguration  as  the  institution's  president  and  a  speech  by 
famed  environmentalist  Robert  Kennedy.  In  1972,  the  facility  was 
named  for  Claude  Bennett,  the  second  president  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  accomplishment  under  Bennett,  who  served 
as  president  from  1928  to  1933  when  the  institution  was  called  State 
Teachers  College,  came  in  1929  when  the  school  was  approved  for 
membership  in  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools  for  the  first  time.  In  addition,  Bennett  oversaw  enrollment 
increases,  a  strong  music  program  set  in  motion,  and  the  expansion 
of  extension  courses  to  25  Mississippi  counties.  Bennett  was  replaced 
as  president  by  Dr.  Jennings  Burton  George  following  a  political  battle 
between  the  board  of  trustees  and  Gov.  Theodore  Bilbo,  who  had  ap- 
pointed Bennett  to  the  position. 

Photo  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,   '80 


You  can  now  purchase  this  photo  and  hundreds 

of  others  through  the  Office  of  Photography 

Services  at  usm.edu/photoservices. 
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nowlectee  is  Power 


.*%£/ ne  future  is  all  about  power.  The  power 
wifl  belong  to  those  with  the  knowledge 
that  will  leted  us  forward. 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is 
*  dedicated  to  imparting  knowledge  and 
mpowering  this  and  every  succeeding 
eneration  of  young  Mississippians. 

Join  us  in  but  quest  for  knowledge,  for 
iderstanding  and  for  wisdom.       *  4  •► 

Afterall,  knowledge  is  power. 


MISSISS 


v    A  SOUTHERN  COMPANY 


Work  has  begun  on  the 
100th  Anniversary  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Directory. 
Scheduled  for  release  in  conjunction  with  the 
University  Centennial  in  2010,  the  directory  promises  to  be  the 
most  complete  print  listing  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  worldwide. 

Working  in  partnership  with  Harris  Connect,  Inc.,  the  leading  alumni  directory  publisher,  e-mail  questionnaires 
are  being  sent  beginning  in  May  requesting  that  all  alumni  update  and  verify  your  profile  for  inclusion  in  the 
directory.  Please  take  a  few  moments  to  ensure  your  information  is  complete  and  accurate. 


For  more  information  on  the  100th  Anniversary  Alumni  Directory, 
please  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Tt&OF  ONLY  25 
AMERICAN  UNIVERSITIES 

ACCREDITED  IN  ALL  FOUR  ARTS   DISCIPLINES: 
THEATRE,   DANCE,  ART  AND  MUSIC, 


Joel  Tosta  Alarcon,  Sophomore,  Music  Performance 

creative  |  B  O  L  D  |  determined 

WWW.USM.EDU 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 

SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
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APRIL2-MAV30 

Historic  Saenger  Theater  Gallery 
Downtown  Hattiesburg 
Hours:  Wed  -Sat::  10a  to  4p 
Sun  ::  1pto4p 


NotyouroRdJNlaiy 


601.584.4888 

HattiesburgSaenger.com 


Crealed  in  partnei-ship  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 


SOUTHERN  MISS 

ALUMNI 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 


I^^jF   Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 

•  New  and  Used  Textbooks 

•  School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  form 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 
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